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Mural  installed  at  the  comer  of  16th  and  Harrison  created  by  Laurel  True  and  Lillian  Seismore  for  the  Mission  Creek  Bikeway  Project.  Indication  on  site  Saturday  October  9 at  4pm. 


Photo  by  Greg  Rodin 


Going,  going,  gone! 


In  the  latest  development  in  the  fast- 
changing world  of  local  real  estate,  the 
Mission's  largest  office  building,  the  9- 
story  Bay  View  Bank  Building  at  22nd  and 
Mission  has  been  sold.  The  twenty  one 
businesses  and  nonprofits  that  have  offices 
there  have  been  told  their  leases  will  not  be 
renewed.  Some  tenants  have  leases  that 
expire  as  early  as  December  1999  and  no 
leases  extend  beyond  June  2000.  The 
buildings  new  owners,  the  Cort  Family, 
achieved  a very  high  profile  in  the  neigh- 
borhood affer  painting  over  a mural  by  the 
late  Chuy  CampusarK)  at  one  of  their  other 
properties  at  16th  and  Harrision.  Members 
of  the  Cort  family  have  also  sued  to  block 
the  City  College’s  new  Mission  Campus, 
ousted  30-year  residents  for  an  owner 
move-in  eviction  and,  in  their  plans  to 
develop  an  office  complex  at  the  old  Best 


Foods  site,  battled  with  neighboring  prop- 
erty owners.  According  to  sources  familiar 
with  the  property,  the  Bayview  Building  is 
scheduled  to  be  leased  out  to  a few  high 
tech  tenants,  once  remodeling  is  complete. 

Last  month  the  issue  of  the  displace- 
ment of  Mission  District  businesses  was 
the  subject  of  a hearing  held  by  Supervisor 
Alicia  Becerril.  Asked  about  the  transfor- 
mation of  the  area  Becerril  said, 
“Historically,  the  Mission  District  has 
been  one  of  the  most  diverse  areas  of  San 
Francisco  both  culturally  and  economical- 
ly. It  is  essential  that  we  work  to  maintain 
that  diversity  and  to  retain  businesses  that 
have  been  around  for  a long  time,  that 
serve  the  local  community,  and  that  give 
the  Mission  its  unique  character.” 


Good  Stuff 

Ten  recent  and  upcoming  changes  will  make  the  Mission  a better  place 


By  vmiller 

It’s  been  argued  by  those  favoring  gen- 
trificalion  of  the  Mission  that  things  in 
the  neighborhood  cannot  improve 
without  an  influx  of  people  with  lots  of 
money  and  an  exodus  of  those  without  and 
therefore  only  the  hjp  and  pricey  can  save 
us.  It  has  also  been  argued  by  some  of 
those  opposed  to  gentriflcation  that  any 
improvement  is  likely  to  bring  about  the 
displacement  of  current  residents  aiKl  busi- 
nesses. and  therefore  squalor  and  sleaze 
are  the  only  things  that  can  save  us. 

Both  are  extreme  views.  One  says  all 
change  is  good,  while  the  other  says  no 
change  is  good.  Both  are  wrong.  There  are. 
in  fact,  positive  changes  that  have 
occurred  in  the  Mission  in  the  last  few 
years  and  some  that  are  in  process  that  do 
not  involve  yuppie  migration  patterns  or 
threaten  the  homes  or  livelihood  of  long 
term  residents.  The  following  list  of  ten 
while  by  no  means  exhaustive  reflects,  for 
the  most  part,  the  efforts  of  Mission  resi- 
dents and  communit)  organizations  to 
improve  both  the  quality  of  life  and  pre- 
serve the  diversity  of  culture,  unassisted 
by  the  grotesquely  affluent. 

1.  Valencia  Street  Bike  lanes 

The  Mission  lias  long  been  the  center  of 
bicycle  activism  in  San  Francisco.  The 
tremendous  numbers  of  neighborhood  res- 
idents who  commute  daily  to  the  down- 
town area  fueled  the  drive  to  make 
Valencia  Street  a safe  route  to  and  from 
work.  But  cyclists  were  not  the  only  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  lanes.  Changing  ValeiKia 


from  a four  to  a two-lane  street  means  that 
motorists  are  now  aware  of  businesses  on 
the  street  that  had  previously  just  been  a 
blur  as  they  sped  through  The  traffic 
calming  has  also  benefited  pedestrians 
who  are  less  at  risk  from  the  slower  mov- 
ing stream  of  cars.  There  are  probably 
even  a few  more  available  seats  on  the  #14 
line  or  BART  during  peak  hours  as  the 
convenieiKe  of  cyxling  to  work  appeals  to 
more  and  more  people  The  Valencia  lanes 
were  envisioned  as  part  of  an  alternative 
transportation  system  that  would  link  ail 
parts  of  the  city.  Unfortunately,  city  offi- 
cials have  been  considerably  less  than 
visionary  in  making  this  a reality. 

2.  Muralismo 

In  spite  of  all  the  new  clubs  and  eateries, 
the  Mission's  mural  art  remains  one  of  the 
area's  biggest  tourist  draw  s and  sources  of 
local  pride  The  mural  movement  shows 
rK>  signs  of  slowing  down  with  a new 
mural  going  up  almost  every  month  On 
October  9 at  4pm  the  Mission  Creek  Mural 
(featured  on  the  cover),  the  Mission's  first 
mosaic  mural,  will  be  dedicated  on  site  at 
16th  and  Harrison  Street 

This  mural  is  the  first  stage  in  a much 
larger  project  by  artist  (and  New  Mission 
News  writer  Judy  West),  that  will  reclaim 
the  old  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  right-of- 
way'  that  follows  the  course  of  the  now 
vanished  Mission  Creek  and  create  a bike- 
way and  greenbelt  in  its  place.  Ships  once 
traveled  ail  the  way  up  Mission  Creek 
from  the  Bay  to  16th  and  Harrison  w here 
they  unloaded  cargo.  West’s  project,  called 
Avemda  del  Rio  will  connect  the  Mission 

Continued  on  Page  4 
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Friday  & Saturday,  October  1 - 2.  8 PM 
ODC  THEATER  PRESENTS 
THE  UNDERGROUND  JAZZ  FESTIVAL 
FEATURING 

Friday:  India  Cooke/Angela  Wellman  Group 
Ed  Kelley  Quartet.  Saturday:  Marcus  Shelby  Trio, 
Idris  Ackamoor  Ensemble 
ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street, 

415-863-9833 

Weekdays.  Month  of  October.  1 0 AM  - Noon 
THE  WHITE  NIGHT: 

A LIVING  GALLERY  & RAVE  PARTY 
Creativity  Explored  in  collaboration  with  Art  Lab 
Ova  from  Yokahama,  Japan 
Creativity  Explored,  3245  16*^  Street, 

(415)  863-2108 


October  24. 9:30  AM 

HISTORY  WALK  OF  NORTH  MISSION 

Led  by  Professor  Max  Kirkeberg  of  SFSU 

Ti  Couz,  3108  16th  street.  Info.  (415)  558-8133 


Thursday-  Sunday.  Oct  28  - Nov  21 . 8 PM 
INTERSECTION  DIRECTIONS  PRESENTS 
UP  A TREE 

A theatrical  puppet  installation  about  the 
devastation  of  our  forests  by  Dan  Chumley, 
Jonathan  Youtt,  David  Morley,  and  Star  Rose. 
Intersection,  446  Valencia,  (415)  626-3311 

Raffle  Tickets  Sold  at  All  Events 
Grand  Prize  $300 

Saturday.  October  30. 10:00  AM  to  2 PM 
THE  EVOLUTION  OF  GENTRIFICATION 
A participatory  teatro 
on  neighborhood  displacement. 

Apollo  Residence,  422  Valencia  Street 
RSVP  (415)  864-5205 

Sunday.  October  31 . 4:30  PM  to  6:30  PM 
CHILDREN’S  HALLOWEEN  TRICK  OR  TREAT 
Meet  at  Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club, 

450  Guerrero,  Info.  864-2725 

Sunday.  October  31 . 6:30  PM 
HALLOWEEN  PARTY,  HAUNTED  HOUSE 
AND  RAFFLE  DRAWING  Grand  Prize  $300 
Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club 
450  Guerrero,  Info.  864-2725 
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TimiAamkiS, 


John  D.  Rai/moiid,  Esq. 


Bankruptcy  Center 

End  Creditor  Harrassment 


MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 

Free  Consultation 
%/  Weekend  & Evening 
Appointments 
✓ Payment  Plans 


STOP 

I 


Lawsuits 

Repossessions 

IRS 

Foreclosures 


351-2265 


14  Years  Experience 


2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  (Bt'tiiven  21st  & lOthi 
Open  Evenitigs  6'  Siitiirdctys  • .Sc  Hiihhi  Esfnv'iol  282-5340 


Family  Owned  & Operated  Since  1918 
The  Original 

DUGGAN’S® 
FUNERAL  SERVICE 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 


We  make  life  easier  becatise  we  care  about  your  ivishes. 


• We  are  trained  professionals,  registered  and  licensed 
with  the  State  of  California. 

• Experienced  with  all  types  of  services  - including 
non-denominational  funerals. 

• Most  beautiful  chapels  in  varying  sizes. 

• Domestic  and  International  shipment  worldwide. 

• Rental  Casket  Available. 

• Information  given  over  the  phone. 

• Call  for  brochure  on  Funeral  Services, 

Memorial  Services  and  Crematioa 

Coupons 

Member,  Better  Business  Bureau,  Lions  Club,  and  Califomia 
and  National  Funeral  Directors  Association. 


We  answer  the  phone  24  hours 


415.431.4900  m 

Se  Habla  Espafiol 

FD#44 

3434  17th  Street  (near  Valencia),  San  Francisco,  94110 
Centrally  located  across  from  the  new  Mission  Police  Station 
Free  Off-Street  Parking  accommodating  the  largest  services. 

Not  affiliated  with  Duggan^s  Scrra  Mortuary  in  Daly  City 


Jime  Salcedo-Malo.  Eric  Campbell.  DJ  Dolan  and  Don  Gultil  Ubafo  at  recent  A 
La  Brava  event  at  Cafe  la  Boheme.  Photo  by  Marci  Boozer 


By  Jime  Salcedo-Malo 

Political  music  has  long  been  a medi- 
um for  resistance  and  cultural 
empowerment  of  oppressed  peoples. 
It  is  an  instniment  of  communication  that 
unifies;  an  axis  for  social  interaction,  and  a 
force  that  causes  and  strengthens  social 
movement.  From  the  Mexican  border  to  la 
Tierra  del  Fuego  come  a people,  a culture 
enmeshed  in  pride,  a tradition  of  resis- 
tance. With  that  said,  I would  like  to  intro- 
duce to  you  the  newly  formed  Produccidn 
A La  Brava  de  la  Misi6n  de  San  Francisco. 

A La  Brava  was  formed  in  response  to 
a growing  need  to  expose  and  promote 
new,  young  Xicano/Latino  artists  and 
musicians  de  la  Misibn,  the  Bay  Area,  and 
CaltfAzUan.  It  is  a project  formed  by  local 
organizers,  poets,  musicians,  aixl  activists 
from  ideas  that  have  accumulated  from 
years  of  organizing  in  the  community. 

Among  many  things,  Produccion  A 
La  Brava  is  an  outlet  for  anger  and  inspi- 
ration, for  reflection  and  direct  action, 
motivated  from  the  combination  of  a need 
for  a unified  Xicano/Latino  community,  a 
passion  for  music,  and  a drive  for  socio- 
political change.  In  a society  where  the 
love  for  creative  expression  is  seldom  rein- 
forced, A La  Brava  is  creating  a network 
that  will  serve  as  a foundation  of  inspira- 
tion for  young  artists  to  develop  their  tal- 
ent, eventually  serving  as  a center  for  col- 
lective resources  and  mutual  support 
between  Xicano/Latino  artists. 

In  September,  A La  Brava  collaborat- 
ed with  Electron  Entertaimnent  to  present 
local  reggae  artist  Don  Guitii  Ubafu  at 
Cafb  La  Boheme.  Backed-up  by  DJ  Irie 
Dole  of  Wisdom  Records,  spirming  the 
sounds  of  La  Razaferian  Band,  Guitii 
Ubafii’s  lyrics  and  poetry  found  a respon- 
sive audience. 

Inspired  by  artists  such  as  Peter  Tosh, 
Alpha  Blondy,  Bob  Marley  and  Buju 
Banton;  Guitii  Ubafu  innovates  traditional 
Latino-America  and  original  Rasta  roots 
culture.  Bom  in  the  Bronx  and  raised  in  his 
parent's  native  Honduras,  his  lyrics  reflect 
a love  for  those  who  suffer  from  the  hard- 
ships of  poverty,  social  injustice,  crime, 
and  violence. 

Guitii  Ubafu 's  premiere  single  Fuerza 
Y Valor  (Strength  aixl  Courage),  a rola 
inspired  by  the  daily  conditions  faced  by 
low-income  gente  within  the  barrios.  He 
asks  the  almighty  to  give  him  the  strength 
and  courage  to  survive  and  keep  his  head 
up,  in  a woild  where  police  bmtality,  anti- 
immigrant  sentiment,  and  racism  threaten 
an  individual's  sense  of  self-worth. 


He's  influenced  to  sing  by  a strong 
desire  to  break  out  of  the  frustration  and 
despair  which  poverty  brings 

Produccidn  A La  Brava  is  currently 
looking  for  bass,  drums,  percussion/conga, 
guitar,  tumtable/technician,  locos  y locas 
for  a project  in  December.  Styles  preferred 
are  funk.  hip-hop,  Afro-Cuban, 
Indigenous,  punk,  rock,  to  be  merged  with 
politically  conscious  vocals.  For  more 
information  please  contact  Jime  at  (415) 
782-8906.  or  e-mail  us  at 

Paz,  Musica  y Resistencia! 


Natural  Niman  Ranch  Beef 
Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 
Natural  Beef  Burgers 
Garden  Burgers 
Hot  Dogs 
Fries  & 

Shakes 


HOLULinG  BULL 
SVnOICATE 
spea>4U2in6  in 
•JARAHESe  TOVS 
OB^ajriyin.  6oozt.L>i  OR/>isone/«.u 
HyvnEn  ROSR  iTi/izn6S4  z.  6uno/«n. 
POCMCT  rnonSTO^,  sctts»  robot. 
6/«n^A  mOTWA  HM/1DA 
•ns6R  m..iSK  ooR/«moa  ULTn>im/in_ 


4«-e8E-0S39 

sun-TKjR;  ie-0  pm 

FRI-SAT:  «-S  pm 
UJE  A.SO  c/vmv 
eOOHS.  VO€OS. 


rro  meT/«. 
RECDR05 
Ano  ms. 


special 

Services 

for 

Children 


FAMILY  DENTAL 


We  offer  the  following  services  at  low  prices 
• Porcelain  Veneers  • Crowns  • Bridges  • Cosmetic  Dentistry  • Extractions 
• Root  Canal  Therapy  ♦ Partial  Dentures  • Teeth  Whitening 

Personable  VVe  accept  almost  all  types  of  insurance  plans 

Friendly  Economical  Prices  • Payment  Plans  Available 


A La  Brava! 

Musica,  Cultura,  Subversion 
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Alvaro  Mora  and  Cristal  Rodriguez  of  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 


Good  Stuff 

Continued  from  Page  J 

Disthci  and  the  waterfront.  For  baseball 
fan  this  will  prov  ide  an  ecological  correct 
route  to  the  new  stadium. 

The  mural  itself  depicts  Mission 
Creek  as  it  was  in  the  1860’s.  spanned  by 
a wooden  bridge  and  surrounded  by  farm- 
land.  The  15  by  8 'A  foot  mural  by  artists 
Lillian  Sizemore  and  Laurel  True  contains 
120  different  tile  and  mural  colors  and 
look  over  900  woman-hours  to  create. 
Funding  was  provided  by  the  Potrero 
Nuevo  Fund  administered  by  New 
Langton  Arts. 

The  mosaic  format  should  make  the 
Avenida  del  Rio  mural  more  durable  than 
some  of  the  Mission’s  other  outdoor  art. 
Wlule  funding  for  painting  new  murals  has 
usually  been  attainable  with  a little  effort, 
restoration  and  maintenance  money  has 
not  been  easy  to  come  by.  As  a result, 
many  Mission  murals  have  either  faded 
over  the  years  or  been  severely  maned  by 
grafTili.  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center  is  able 
to  do  some  restorative  work  but  has  been 
given  limited  resources  for  the  effort. 
Insensitive  new  property  owners  such  as 
the  Cort  family  who  painted  over  Chuy 
Campusano's  Lilli  Ann  Mural  at  a build- 
ing just  across  the  street  from  tlie  Avenida 
del  Rio  site  have  also  destroyed  murals 

3.  The  North  Mission  Park 

The  best  part  about  this  project  is  that  it 
was  initiated  and  moved  forward  by  local 
youth  at  the  St.  John's  Educational 
Threshold  Center  The  fact  that  they  have 
managed  to  round  up  all  the  funding  and 
begin  sales  negotiations  in  the  Mission's 
overheated  real  estate  market  bodes  well 
for  their  chances  of  leaping  the  remaining 
political  hurdles  (See  Page  5) 

4.  The  New  Columbia  Park  Boys 
and  Girls  Club 

The  new  facility  at  450  Guerrero  opened 
on  September  27,  but  the  Club  itself  has 
served  the  Mission  for  over  one  hundred 


years.  The  renovation  of  the  30,000  square 
foot  building  at  a cost  of  over  S3  million  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  Mission's 
efforts  to  end  youth  violence  and  gangs.  In 
the  coming  year,  over  2,000  young  people 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  will 
use  the  Club,  giving  them  a badly  needed 
option  to  the  negative  youth  culture  of  the 
streets  aid  for  many  a release  from  over- 
crowded homes.  For  a membership  fee  of 
$5,  youth  have  access  to  a full  gym,  dance 
studio,  fine  art  studio  and  cutting  edge 
Technology  Center,  and  the  Columbia 
Park’s  Teen  Center  will  be  open  into  the 
late  evening  hours  on  weekends 

Suiuise  Sidewalk  Cleaners  is  one  of 
the  more  remarkable  programs  to  come  out 
of  Columbia  Park  in  recent  years.  The 
100%  youth-operated  business  grossed 
over  $100,000  in  its  first  eighteen  months 
of  operation.  Besides  accounts  from  local 
businesses  for  graffiti  removal  and  side- 
walk cleaning.  Sunrise  also  has  corporate 
clients  such  as  Mckesson,  Citibank  and 
Gap  as  well  as  BART  The  name  derives 
from  how  the  first  kids  were  hired:  job 
interviews  were  set  up  in  pre-dawn  hours 
to  separate  the  detemuned  from  the  mere- 
ly interested.' 

5.  De-profitizing  Residential 
Hotels 

Last  month  Mission  Housing  development 
Corporation  (MHDC)  celebrated  the  grand 
re-opening  of  the  Apollo  Hotel.  The 
Apollo,  a former  firelrap.  drug  den,  and 
thieves  lair  has  been  transformed  into  a 
livable,  even  cozy  home  for  eighty 
extremely  low-income  people,  10%  of 
whom  are  living  with  HIV/AIDS.  MHDC 
acquired  the  building  in  1996,  with  the 
assistance  from  city,  state  and  federal 
agencies  aiKl  private  banks.  After  3 years 
of  extensive  rehab  it's  finally  ready  for 
occupancy.  The  Apollo  represents  the  lat- 
est step  in  a gradual  nonprofit  takeover  of 
the  Mission's  2,000  residential  hotel 
rooms  scattered  among  56  separate  build- 
ings. On  October  I the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic  look  over  the  operation  of 
the  188  room  Mission  Hotel.  This  means. 


with  two  other  hotels  owned  by  MHDC 
and  the  Casa  Valencia  o^vned  by  the 
Housing  Development  and  Neighborhood 
Presersation  Corporation,  twenty  percent 
of  the  Mission's  residential  hotel  rooms 
are  now  out  of  the  profit  sector.  Most  of 
those  run  by  for-profit  operators  perpetu- 
ate the  problems  that  have  endangered  and 
enraged  the  neighborhood  for  years.  W 

For-profit  operators  systematically 
evict  all  tenants  every  three  weeks  to  pre- 
vent them  from  residing  in  the  building 
long  enough  to  be  legally  declared  perma- 
nent tenants  entitled  to  the  rights  afforded 
other  renters.  Dumping  1,5(X)  or  so  people 
out  on  the  street  every  month  not  only  cre- 
ates enormous  problems  for  those  ousted, 
but  makes  the  half-empt>'  hotels  ideal  loca- 
tions for  drug  dealers,  prostitutes  and 
recirculating  ex-convicts  - a situation 
which  maximizes  crime  and  violence.  The 
nonprofit  run  hotels,  like  the  Apollo,  have 
a stabile  population  of  people  who  would 
normally  be  out  on  the  street,  and  are  run 
in  conjunction  with  elected  tenant  councils 
- a situation  that  minimizes  crime  and  vio- 
lence. 

So  far  the  move  out  of  the  profit  sec- 
tor is  proceeding  with  glacial  slowness  but 
with  the  opening  of  the  Apollo  the  trend  is 
unmistakable  and  probably  unstoppable 
Two  bumed-out  Mission  Street  hotels,  the 
43  room  Star  and  the  50  room  Thor,  pre- 
sent excellent  opportunities  to  continue 
making  the  housing  of  last  resort  livable. 

6.  Rehabilitation  of  the  16th  Street 
BARTnaza 

In  a series  of  community  workshops  held 
in  1998  residents,  nonprofits  and  business 
owners  came  together  to  redesign  and 
hopefully  civilize  the  Mission’s  most 
despicable  public  space,  the  16th  street 
BART  Plaza.  The  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Commission  has  now 
released  $2  million  for  the  first  phase  of 
that  project  which  will  focus  on  the  south- 
west plaza  with  the  large  round  opening, 
popularly  knowa  for  a variety  of  reasons, 
as  the  Toilet  Bowl.  The  opening  will  be 
greatly  reduced  in  size  making  way  for 
performance  space,  speakouts,  local  ven- 
dors, aal  other  activities  associated  with  a 
public  park.  The  spiked  fence,  on  which  a 
homeless  tree  dweller  once  impaled  him- 
self and  the  useless  stone  filled  planter 
boxes  it  surrounds,  will  be  removed.  A 
third  phase  of  the  project  will  be  to  create 
public  art  at  the  site  that  links  the  plaza  and 
the  surrounding  neighborhood.  The  gener- 
al idea  is  to  create  an  open  space  that  gen- 
erates positive  activities  and  drives  out  the 
negative  ones.  The  dreaded  Decaux  toi- 
Iet/pharmac>'  will  unfortunately,  remain. 
The  San  Francisco  County  Transportation 
Authority  is  in  the  process  of  setting  up  an 
advisory  committee  to  oversee  the  agen- 
cies involved  in  the  redesign.  Those  inter- 
ested in  serving  on  this  committee  should 
contact  Matt  Sebbert  at  522-48060 

lAFillino  Crime  Rale 

It's  true  the  cops  and  politicians  fudge  the 
numbers,  especially  around  election  time 
but  the  consistent  decline  in  major  crimes 
over  the  last  three  years  has  dropped  dra- 
matically for  the  community  as  a whole. 
Ortain  area’s  (sec  below)  are  still  trouble 
spots  but  one  big  one,  Bernal  Dwelling 
Housing  Project,  is  gone. 

Latino  youth  remain  one  group  who 
are  still  at  risk  of  being  victims  of  violent 
attacks  because  of  peisisteiu  gang  activity 
but  most  of  the  rest  of  us  are  safer. 
Eventually  we  might  even  feel  so,  if  only 
idiots  like  mayoral  candidate  Frank  Jordan 
did  not  refer  to  Mission  as  “a  bombed  out 
Beirut”  (an  outdated  metaphor  simultane- 
ously insulting  both  communities).  The 
idea  that  the  yuppie  gold  rush  is  somehow 
responsible  for  the  lowered  crime  rate  is 
unfounded  since  the  decline  preceded  the 
invasioa 


modern  times  bookstore 


October  Readings 
Francisco  Alarcon 
Ana  Castillo 
Childrens’  Story  Hour 
Esmeralda  Santiago 
Michael  Parent! 
Poetry 
Plus  more! 


see  our  web  site  for  a full  calendar 


28  years  of  independent  bookselling 


888  Valerx^  Street  @ 20th 
San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
282-924  www.mtbs.com 


The  ofificial  numbers  from  the  SFPD 
for  the  fust  eight  months  of  1999  show  an 
8.36%  decline  in  major  crimes  compared 
to  the  first  eight  months  of  1998.  This  was 
greater  than  the  decline  of  6.8 1%  city  wide. 
One  cause  for  serious  concern  in  the 
Mission  remains;  an  80%  increase  in 
rapes.  27  in  the  first  eight  months  of  1999 
compared  to  15  in  the  same  period  of 
1998. 

8.  Cybeiwalch 

While  the  Internet  has  been  used  to  sell 
lots  of  merchandise,  gather  megabytes  of 
obscure  information  arKl  download  nude 
pictures  of  Dr  Laura,  its  application  to 
improving  everyday  urban  living  have  not 
been  remarkable.  Cyberwatch,  an  e-mail 
news  bulletin,  for  people  living  in  the 
Central  Mission,  focuses  on  micro-com- 
munity news  ^ch  the  stealing  of  house 
plants  on  Lexington  Street  and  the.  exact 
number  of  gun  shots  fired  during  a gang 
fight  on  20th. 

It  also  functions  as  a virtual  block 
club  allowing  people  to  vent  feelings  and 
opinions  about  neighborhood  issues  and 
provides  merciless  critiques  of  local 
restaurants  and  businesses.  C^berwatch 
even  sends  a correspondent  to  report  back 
on  the  whine  and  complain  sessions  at  the 
monthly  police  community  relations  meet- 
ings. 

Overall  it’s  a very  creative  and 
humanizing  use  of  the  new  technology, 
that  should  be  duplicated  in  other  parts  of 
the  Mission  and  in  other  communities, 
provided  there  are  other  dedicated  watch 
watchers  such  as  (Tyberwatch  ListMom 
Richard  Hood.  True,  not  everyone  has 
access  to  an  e-mail  account  but  the  public 
library  (see  below)  can  easily  remedy  that. 

9.  nie  New  Mission  Branch  library 

After  2 years  of  renovations,  including  a 
seismic  upgrade,  the  new  Mission  Branch 
Library  opened  on  May  8.  The  enonnous 
central  reading  room  with  high  vaulted 
ceiling  is  intact  and  quieter  now  that  the 
echo  ridden  central  stairway  has  been 
removed.  The  greatly  improved  Children's 
Reading-Room  and  a new  computer  learn- 
ing center  have  drawn  more  kids  to  the 
facility.  State-of-the-art  computers  provide 
free  Internet  access  and  the  library  has  an 
ongoing  series  of  programs  for  children 
and  families.  While  a bond  issue  covered 
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The  Apollo  Hotel  is  now  a good  home. 


the  $4.2  million  in  renovations,  over 
$320,000  was  raised  by  the  volunteer 
efforts  of  the  Mission  Library  Fund  to 
cover  the  cost  of  furnishings,  bookshelves, 
and  computers. 

10.Proposilion6 

Proposition  G,  passed  by  voters  in 
November  1998,  placed  severe  limitations 
on  owner  move-in  evicliops.  Mission  vot- 
ers approved  Proposition  G by  a margin  of 
9,367  to  3,540  probably  because,  in  a six- 
month  period  preceding  the  election,  122 
Mission  residents  were  evicted  for  owner 
move-ins. 

Since  it  went  into  effect  on  January  1, 
1999,  OMI  evictions  have  dropped  dra- 
matically. According  to  an  article  in  the 


Septerr^r  1999  Tenant  Times,  a publica- 
tion of  the  San  Francisco  Tenants  Union, 
there  were  767  owner  move-in  evictions  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1998,  but  only  335 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1999.  Proposition 
G limited  owner  move-ins  to  one  per 
building  and  banned  the  eviction  of 
seniors,  the  disabled  and  the  terminally  ill. 
Some  people  might  say  this  is  not  really  an 
improvement  for  everybody,  especially 
real  estate  speculators  who  were  averaging 
$250,000  a building  by  converting  into  a 
tenancy -in-common  (joint  ownership  of  a 
multi-unit  building).  On  the  other  hand,  a 
community  that  permits  the  old  and  infirm 
to  be  routinely  tossed  into  the  gutter  so 
greed  can  have  a free  hand  is  a deplorable 
place  to  live. 


Hoff  St. : from  parking  lot  to  park 


By  L.  Newman  Puentes 

At  a September  15  community 
meeting,  residents  responded  to 
plans  for  a neighborhood  park  on 
Hoff  Street.  About  30  people,  primarily 
Hoff  St.  property  owners  and  renters 
attended  the  meeting.  Organizers  of  the 
meeting  wanted  to  determine  if  the  com- 
munity would  be  open  to  tlie  idea  of  a 
neighborhood  park  at  the  proposed  Hoff 
Street  location.  However,  neighbors  of  the 
proposed  park  had  specific  issues  with  the 
project.  These  included  safety,  and  park- 
ing. 

MAny  Hoff  Street  residents  com- 
plained of  existing  quality  of  life  situa- 
tions, and  some  felt  that  the  police  weren’t 
currently  responding  to  crime  and  safely 
related  calls  on  their  block.  Everyone 
loves  a park  at  their  front  door,  one  neigh- 
bor said,  but  some  are  concerned  that  this 
i:.iprovement  will  bring  more  problems 
with  it. 

The  idea  of  a neighborhood  park  in 
the  North  Mission  came  about  in  1994  as  a 
result  of  an  exercise  by  students  attending 
St,  John’s  Educational  Threshold  Center's 
summer  school.  Oscar  Woliers-Duran, 
coordinator  of  the  North  Mission  Park 
Project,  said  that  the  kids  conducted  a sur- 
vey and  identified  neighborhood  parks  as  a 
real  need  in  the  area.  The  Sl  John’s  stu- 
dents took  their  findings  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  who  agreed  with  them,  and 
created  the  North  Mission  Open  Space 
Project  Area  bounded  by  Folsom,  Dolores. 
17th  and  the  101  freeway. 

Realizing  the  project  has  been  a long 
and  often  difficult  process.  Selecting  and 
acquiring  a location  for  the  park  wasn’t 
easy  with  property  values  appreciating  by 
about  $100-200  thousand  dollars  per  year. 
Even  with  cash  commitments  approved  for 


the  project  from  City  and  State  levels, 
including  $1.6  million  secured  by  Carole 
Migden’s  Office,  space  for  the  park  was 
not  readily  available,  and  time  was  run- 
ning out. 

Woliers-Duran  and  Robert  McDonald, 
Park  Planner  for  the  Recreation  and  Parks 
Department,  had  to  move  quickly  when 
the  owner  of  the  Hoff  Street  site  e.xpressed 
interest  in  negotiating  a sale.  Before  they 
could  move  forward  on  the  Hoff  Street 
possibility,  they  had  to  hold  a public  meet- 
ing. Closing  of  the  sale  will  be  held  up 
pending  the  whole  commuruty  effort  This 
means  many  more  meetings,  and  collabo- 
ration with  neighbors  regarding  their  con- 
cerns. 

McDonald  listened  to  the  Hoff  Street 
neighbors  and  considered  all  of  their  con- 
cerns. He  told  them  that  the  park  would 
have  to  have  a “defensible  design’’,  that 
would  address  all  of  the  safety  and  access 
issues.  Overall,  the  group  agreed  the  park 
is  a great  idea,  and  that  the  problems  and 
issues  it  might  bring  with  it  will  provide  an 
opportunity  to  create  community. 

NeigM)ors  also  asked  for  some  assurances 
regarding  City  and  police  commitment  to 
the  park  once  it  becomes  a reality. 

Anyone  interested  in  attending  upcoming 
meetings  can  call  the  following  offices  and 
be  added  to  a mailing  list  to  receive  dates 
and  times  of  meetings.  Everyone  is  encour- 
aged to  participate  and  speak  out. 

St.  John’s  Educational  Thresholds, 
Cenier(415)  864-5205. 

San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department,  (415)  831-2700. 

Mayor’s  Office.  Community  Liaison  for 
Parks  and  Rec.,  (415)  554-6152. 

Assemblywoman  Carole  Migden’s  Office, 
(415)557-3000. 


Tiie  only  solution  to  an  insane  world  is  to  get  good  n'  dnmk " Father  Jenkins 


Art  Beat 

GALLERY  & GIFTS 

3266  -21st  Street 

(off  Vslencis)  6A■3‘372^  Tef/fx 


o(  tkc  'i>eab:  ^ Cehhatm 

(Oct.  15  -Nov.  7) 

BOOKSIGNING,  Saturday.  Oct.  16  • 1-5pm 
Through  the  Eyes  of  the  Soul,  Pay  of  the  Pead  in  Mexico, 
with  Mary  Andrade,  author/photographer 
• School  Teachers!  Call  us  for  class  presentations,  docent  tours 
or  referrals  of  artists  to  work  with  your  students  or  ^roup 

*ydur  Pay  of  the  Pead  Headquarters'"^*^  Rapel  Picado.  incense.  Candles, 
F^per  Flowers.  POD  Ceramic  Figurines,  Sugar  5kulls,  Bilingual  Cards/Books 

Community  Reception  & blessing  of  the  Altars 
MARY  ANDRADE.  SARAH  HENDERSON  - Photography 
MONDO  JUD  HART,  CARL  HEYWARD  - Works  on  Paper 
Tuesday.  Nov.  2 • 5-7pm 

FREE  OAKLAND  MUSEUM  POSTER  WITH  THIS  AD 


• Tues-Thun  11-7pm,  FrI-Sat:  11-9pm,  Sun;  12  noon-7pm,  Mon.  Closed  • 

• email:  artbeatsf@>juno.com  Toll  free  mall  order  # 1-500-235-5136  * 
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Rene  Ariza,  in  1985,  performance  artist,  poet  & painter.  (Photo:  Victor  Navarrete) 

Rene  Ariza:  writer  of  laughter  and  fears 


By  L.  Newman  Puentes 

Miami  based  Cuban  writer 
Alejandro  Lorenzo  presents 
Ruben  La  Vemias  film  about 
the  life  and  work  of  Rene  Ariza  at  Uie 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  October  15. 
Inter-cut  with  interviews  of  Ariza  and 
those  who  knew  him.  conducted  before 
and  after  his  death,  the  film  documents  tJic 
final  montlis  of  Ariza 's  life  and  is  struc* 
lurcd  around  a theatrical  party  for  Ariza 
tluit  was  staged  by  his  friends  Rarely  does 
one  gel  to  attend  ones  own  wake,  but  in 
Anz^'s  case,  such  an  absurd  t\Mst  of  fate  is 
par  for  the  course. 

Rene  Ariza  was  a master  of  irony 
w hose  life  was  itself  an  ironic  nte  of  pas- 
sage Bom  in  Havana  in  1940.  he  died  in 
San  Francisco  in  1994  from  caiKer.  An 


artist  poet,  dramatist,  and  writer  of  great 
talent.  Ariza  was  well  known  and  much 
loved  in  the  Mission. 

In  Cuba.  Ariza  was  an  emerging 
writer  with  a successful  television  and 
stage-acting  career.  His  literary  work  was 
never  politically  motivated,  it  often  threat- 
ened both  those  on  the  Left  and  tlte  Right. 
His  keen  sense  of  irony  and  satire  and  liis 
prolific  expressive  talents  eventually  made 
him  a victim  of  an  absurd  law.  and  led  him 
to  San  Francisco 

The  years  of  So\  ietization  were  a bad 
lime  for  Cuban  culture  There  was  open 
and  aggrcssiN'C  persecution  of  homosexu- 
als. intellectuals  and  anyone  tlial  chal- 
lenged or  satirized  tlie  State  in  any  form.  It 
was  during  these  times  that  Anza  had  cre- 
ated a photo  collage,  pasting  die  torso  of 


Fidel  Castro  over  the  lower  lialf  of  a soc- 
cer player  and  adding  the  tutu  of  Cuban 
ballerina  Alicia  Alonzo.  This  caught  the 
attention  of  a neighborwho  told  the  police; 
they  in  turn  paid  Ariza  a visit  and  confis- 
cated his  original  unpublished  work. 
Among  these  they  discovered  a short  story 
titled  Los  Bravos. 


Los  Bravos  is  about  two  cops  w ho  go 
‘under  cover'  (in  drag)  to  a gay  bar  to 
catch  homosexuals.  As  it  turns  ouU  all  of 
die  patrons  in  tlie  bar  are  gay  decoy  cops 
also  ‘under  cover*  - and  so  there  are  no 
homosexuals,  just  cops,  dressed  to  the 
nines  and  cmising  each  odier.  It  was  tlie 
dialogue  diat  upset  the  police,  and  Ariza 
was  arrested,  while  his  unpublished  work 
was  destroyed  The  short  story  w as  used  as 
evidence  to  convict  Anza  for  “ideological 
diversion”  and.  in  1974.  he  was  sentenced 
to  seven  years  in  pnson  Ariza  served  five 
years,  then  immigrated  to  Miami  after 
President  Carter  offered  asylum  to  Cuban 
political  prisoners 

During  the  final  months  of  his  illness. 
Ariza  returned  to  Miami  and  was  enthusi- 
astically received  by  the  Cuban  communi- 
ty there.  Miami’s  political  and  literary  elite 
officially  recognized  his  contributions  to 
the  arts,  but,  says  Lorenzo  “The  sad  part  is 
that  he  was  rediscovered  too  late  ” 
Lorenzo  believes  that  it  is  important  to  res- 
cue Ariza's  literary  and  theatrical  legacy 
for  the  pleasure  of  future  generations.  He 
sees  it  as  an  act  of  justice.  “Rene  paid  a 
huge  price  for  his  t^ents  and  his  genius 
He.  his  family  and  his  friends  suffered 
greatly.”  he  said 

Lorenzo  first  met  Ariza  in  1973,  one 
month  before  he  was  imprisoned  in  Cuba. 
He  later  met  Ariza  in  Miami  and  explained 
that  the  artist  lived  in  a state  of  shock;  sur- 
rounded by  strong  anti-Castro  sentiment  in 
the  Cuban  community,  strong  anli-gusano 
sentiment  in  the  non-Cuban  community, 
and  a weak  cultural  community  in  general. 
Feeling  alienated  and  lost.  Ariza  finally 
moved  to  San  Francisco’s  Mission 
District,  where  he  seemed  to  fit  in  aid,  for- 
tunately for  us,  he  settled  here. 

Ariza's  predicament  was  typical  of  the 
situation  faced  by  many  Cuban  writers  of 
his  generation.  During  the  1980s  and  90s, 
Lorenzo  explains,  there  was  a cultural  exo- 
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dus  from  Cuba  at  the  same  time  there  was 
a cultural  renaissance,  with  few  opportuni- 
ties for  w riters  to  get  their  w orks  published 
and  establish  themselves  in  any  market. 

Since  1985,  there  has  been  a complete 
change  in  Cuba.  Homosexuality'  is  no 
longer  a crime,  “ideological  diversion” 
laws  don't  exist,  and  writers  like  Pedro 
Juan  Gutierrez  can  publish  books  like 
Trilogia  Sucia  de  la  Hahana,  without 
threat  of  stale  retaliation.  A new  genera- 
tion of  Cuban  writers  arc  excelling  in  the 
literaiy  arena,  gaimng  w idespread  recogni- 
tion in  Europe  and  Latin  America,  and 
winning  awards 

In  the  U.S.,  Lorenzo,  who  writes  a 
book  reviciv  column  for  El  Nuevo  Herald 
(the  Spanish  Language  edition  of  the 
Miami  Herald),  and  mam  of  his  contem- 
poraries still  feel  trapped  in  the  Miami  of 
the  present,  in  much  tlie  same  way  that 
Ariza  did  He  has  been  working  closely 
wiili  Carlos  A.  Diaz  Barrios.  Director  of 
La  Torre  de  Papel,  an  independent  pub- 
lishing house  based  in  Miami  that  pro- 
motes Latin  American  literature  in  Uic 
Spanish  language  La  Tone  de  Papel  cur- 
rently has  40  titles  by  various  authors  and 
covering  primarily  poetry  and  novels,  but 
other  gerues  as  well.  Lorenzo  says  La 
Torre  de  Papel’s  goals  are  to  tap  into  the 
large  Spanish  speaking  community  here  as 
potential  readers  of  their  books,  present  a 
less  visible  side  of  Miami’s  literary  com- 
munity to  the  outside  world,  and  offer 
opportunities  to  emerging  writers. 

Lorenzo  has  already  secured  an  order 
for  the  current  forty  titles  from  Books  on 
Wings,  a Mission  District  Spanish  lan- 
guage book  store,  and  has  made  contacts  at 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 


Alejandro  Lorenzo 


Related  events  this  month: 

Saturday,  October  2,  Cafe  Valencia 
Presents  Alejandro  Lorenzo  reading  from 
his  latest  book  of  poetry  Antes  y Despuis 
de!  Mar  (Before  and  After  the  Sea),  Papel 
de  la  Torre  (Opus  Collection)  1 109 
Previously  screened  at  independent  Film 
Festivals  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
the  film  is  in  Spanish  with  English  subti- 
tles. 1109  Valencia  St.,  8pm, 

Friday.  October  8,  Caf6  La  Boheme 
presents  Alejandro  Lorenzo  reading  from 
Antes  y Despues  de!  Mar,  and  from  Carlos 
A.  Diaz  Barrios  latest  book  of  poetry  La 
Cancidn  de  Jearo  (The  Song  of  Icarus), 
Papel  de  la  Tone  (Opus  Collection).  3318 
24th  St.,  8pm. 

Friday,  October  IS,  Mission 
Cultural  Center  presents  Retrato 
Inconcluso  de  Reni  Ariza.  An  Incomplete 
Picture  of  Ren6  Ariza  (30  min.  in  Spanish 
with  English  subtitles].  Introduction  of 
Ariza’s  latest  book  Cuentos  Breves  y 
Brevisimos  (Short  and  Very  Brief  Stories), 
Ediciones  Universal  (Caniqui  Collection), 
with  discussion  by  Alejandro  Lorenzo,  La 
Tone  de  Papel.  2868  Mission  St.,  8pm. 
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For  more  information  or  to  volunteer,  please  call  503-1999. 


Paid  for  by  Tbc  Committee  to  Re-Elect  Mayor  WiNie  Brown.  Jr.  FPPC  «98.?  <97 


Visit  our  website  at 
www.reelectwilliebrown.com 


Mayor  Brown  has  opened  ten  new  Senior  Centrals  and  five  new  Beacon 
Schools  to  serve  the  needs  of  children  and  the  elderly.  And  Brown 
unveiled  the  “Parks  Renaissance  Crusade,"  a $1  million  improvement 
plan  targeting  12  park  and  recreation  centers  around  the  City. 


Mayor  Brown  has  used  his  network  of  stare  and 
national  contacts  to  bring  millions  of  dollars  to 
San  Francisco,  including  funding  to  extend  BART 
to  the  airport  and  build  new  affordable  housing. 


On  November  2,  Re-Elect 

Mayor  Willie  Brown 


“Lefs  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 

Under  Willie  Brown,  San  Francisco  has  less  crime,  more  jobs  and  a national 
stature  that  has  brought  millions  of  state  and  federal  dollars  to  the  City. 
Under  Mayor  Browns  leadership  we’re  moving  forward  together.  ” 

— Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 


Turning  MUNI  Around 


Violent  Crime  Down  Nearly  40% 


In  the  last  four  years,  violent  crime  has  fallen  by  nearly 
40%  thanks  to  the  success  of  Mayor  Brown’s  community 
policing  programs  and  the  addition  of  new  police 
officers,  including  200  this  year  alone. 


Mayor  Brown  is  putting  a stop  to  driver  “miss  ours," 
dedicating  millions  to  improving  Muni  reliability 
and  increasing  driver  safety  training.  And  Brown 
hired  a transportation  expert  with  20  years’ 
experience  to  turn  the  system  around. 


A Family-Friendly  City 


A National  Ambassador 
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New  Mission  News 


Condominium  development  faces 
serious  opposition  from  neighbors 

19th  Street  project  site  has  been  a local  trouble  spot  for  years 


Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


by  Tadd  Cortell 

Ii's  easy  lo  see  the  development  that  has 
been  cropping  up  in  the  Mission  over 
the  past  few  years.  Landlords,  real 
estate  developers,  and  architects  Itavc  all 
been  feeding  off  iJte  newly  revitalized  slate 
of  the  Mission’s  populanty  and  economy 

One  coniro\ersial  project  is  a forty- 
unit  condo  complc.x  plmincd  for  3620  19th 
Street,  near  Dolores  Park  Because  a build- 
ing tins  $iz£  would  be  one  of  Uic  largest  in 
the  vicinity,  tltc  environincntal.  logistical 
and  aesthetic  impact  luts  become  a cause 
for  concern 

On  September  14.  about  50  members 
of  the  Oakwood  Street  Neighbors 
Association  met  to  plan  their  response  to 
the  condo  project.  Leslie  Chin,  a long  time 
Oakwood  Street  resident,  summed  up  the 
general  feeling  of  lliosc  in  atteniLmcc  by 
declanng  Utat  it  was  time  to  stop  land 
developers  from  running  roughshod  over 
their  neighborhood 

Russ  Cliarpcntier.  an  Oakwood  Street 
property  owner,  reminded  die  group  of  just 
what  lay  ahead  of  them.  "I'm  sorry  to  Itave 
to  say  this,  but  this  is  just  the  beginning. 
This  project  is  going  to  take  a lot  of  lime 
and  money.”  Charpenuer  explained  that 
the  3620  19th  Street  project  is  only  in  the 
first  phase  of  development.  The  ow  ner  of 
the  property  Edward  Litke  is  still  wailing 
for  the  results  of  the  Planning 
Department's  environmental  review. 
According  to  Charpenlicr,  tire  plans  will 
almost  certainly  receive  a negative  envi- 
ronmental declaration,  meaning  the  devel- 
opment will  not  have  a negative  impact  on 
the  em  ironmeni  He  said  tliat.  “there  is  a 
kind  of  rubber  stamp  tradition  on  the  part 
of  the  city  when  it  comes  to  processing 
paperwork  involved  in  development  and 
building  ” 

Oite  concern  is  soil  instability  at  the 
site.  Because  this  part  of  the  Mission  is 
built  atop  unstable  landfill  any  new  build- 
mg  projects,  especially  one  this  big.  have 
to  be  carefully  scrutinized.  People  like 
Charpentier,  Chin,  and  other  local  resi- 
dents feel  that  a building  of  this  size  could 
do  irreparable  damage  to  the  ground  on 
and  around  3620  and  might  even  have  an 
effect  on  the  neighborhood's  water  supply 
by  contaminating  the  Mission's  aquifer. 

Another  issue  is  parking.  A forty-unit 
structure  could  result  in  over  one  hundred 


new'  automobiles  coming  into  the  neigh- 
borhood. Even  with  the  building’s  pro- 
posed underground  garage  there  would 
most  likely  be  nowhere  near  the  amount  of 
parking  needed 

Olliers  at  the  meeting  were  worried 
about  a loss  of  sunlight  to  nearby  buildings 
and  an  increase  m neighborhood  density. 
Daniel  Gundlach  pointed  out  that  3620 
I9th  street  is  privately  owned  land  and 
because  of  tliat  “development  of  the  plot  is 
inevitable  ” Nonetheless,  the  main  point  of 
contention  for  Gundlach  and  tlie  rest  of  the 
neighbors  is  wliat  is  built  and  how  much 
say  tlie  surrounding  residents  have 

Not  surprisingly,  lliis  isn't  the  first 
lime  that  3620  1 9th  Street  lias  been  a prob- 
lem for  Oakw  ood  residents  0\  er  the  past 
thirty  years,  a variety  of  diflerent  business- 
es have  occupied  its  boundaries.  It  has 
been  a sausage  factory,  a casket  making 
company,  and  a fumiturc-reupholstering 
finn  However,  the  past  decade  has  seen 
tlie  site  become  nothing  more  than  a dilap- 
idated abandoned  building  Under  the 
ow  nership  of  Edward  Litke.  this  part  of 
19tli  Street  has.  until  quite  recently,  been  a 
haven  for  drug  dealers,  prostitutes,  and  the 
homeless. 


According  to  Charpentier,  who  owns 
a building  next  door  to  3620,  Litke  let  his 
property  fall  further  and  further  into  disre- 
pair completely  disregarding  the  neighbor- 
hood s concerns  for  the  appearance  and 
safety.  Only  after  Charpentier  sued  him 
did  Litke  respond  by  putting  up  a fence 
and  lighting,  forcing  the  criminal  element 

lOUt. 

Litke  is  currently  being  sued  by  the 
Cit)  Attorney  for  public  nuisance  viola- 
tions at  his  20tli  and  Mission  property,  the 
Sierra  Hotel,  the  source  of  numerous 
instances  of  drug  dealing  and  prostitution 
complaints. 

When  asked  about  the  status  of  the 
19th  Street  development,  Harry  Litke, 
Edward's  son  and  partner,  continuously 
contradicted  himself.  At  first  he  said  he 
was  “completely  ignorant”  of  the  situation, 
then  later  merely  claimed  “I  don’t  work  on 
that  project  any  more.”  But  when  asked  if 
he  has  contact  with  architects  for  the  con- 
dominiums he  said,  “Of  course  I do. 
They're  my  architects  Why  wouldn't  I be 
in  contact  with  them?” 

This  could  take  awhile. 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 


Come  to  the 

Mission  Merchants 
Annuai 

Merchant  Mixer 
with  Speciai  Guest 
Mayor 

Wiiiie  Brown 
2601  Mission  Street 
9th  Fioor 
October  22 
7to9pm 

All  Mission  District 
Merchants  Welcome 


Blondies  Bar  &.  No  Grill  (and  no  apos- 
trophe) has  been  the  nerve  center  for  the 
New  Bohemia  since  1990.  Self  described 
as  a “s^vank  neighborhood  bar  in  the 
hippest  underground  scene  in  San 
Francisco”.  Blondies  is  home  of  the 
famous  Mega-Martini  which  is  presented 
with  a culinary  flare.  Blondies  doesn’t 
serve  food,  but  they  do  have  some  great 
live  music  venues,  premium  sidewalk  seat- 
ing, a pool  table,  and  a dog  named 
Dagwood.  No  cover,  no  minimum,  not 
even  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 

Blondies  at  540  Valencia  is  open  every  day 
from  2 to  2.  Call  864-2419. 


' TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

CALL  979-4171  \ 


\i)CSCD 

photographic  services 

Custom  Block  S UJhIte  Pfctofinisnng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCO,  C A 94 103 
(415)487-9996  FAX  (415)  487-9997 


Neighbophood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
speciai  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  witli  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs),  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  regisu'aiion 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  les.s  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fbted* 

• For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Reptesentatwes  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Frandsco/Bay  Area;  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 


^ G9 


OANK  OF  CAMION 
OF  CNUFOANM 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


New  Mission  News 


OCTOBER  1999? 


Election  Endorsements 


Gonzalez  for  District  Attorney 


Four  years  ago  Terence  Hallinan 
made  the  concept  of  a progressive  district 
attorney  seem  feasible.  This  says  much  for 
Hallinan's  abilities  as  a politician. 
Unfortunately,  those  seem  to  be  his  only 
abilities.  His  term  as  district  attorney  has 
been  a disaster  and  he  is  forced  to  mn  for 
re-election  with  the  campaign  slogan;  “I 
am  not  the  worst  DA  in  California”.  His 
conviction  record  certainly  makes  him  a 
strong  contervler  for  that  title.  This  has  left 
Hallinan  vulnerable  to  a challenge  from 
the  right  by  Bill  (law  and  order)  Fazio. 
Hallinan's  failure  to  prosecute  slumlords 
arKl  police  brutality  cases  and  his  willing- 
ness to  go  after  felony  convictions  for 
minor  marijuana  offenses  have  evaporated 
his  support  on  the  left.  His  abrasiveness 
and  public  fights  with  judges  have  lead  to 
the  bungling  of  important  cases  and 
undoubtedly  alienated  those  in  the  middle. 

The  only  good  thing  to  come  out  of 
Hallinan's  term  of  office  is  that  he  has 
destroyed  the  usual  advantage  irKiumbency 
and  made  it  a wide-open  race.  If  a majori- 
ty of  the  voters  are  not  permanently  soured 
on  the  progressive  DA  concept  then  Matt 
Gonzalez,  a progressive  candidate  who  is 
not  a perpetual  office  seeker,  has  a real 
chance.  Gonzalez  has  eight  years  of  trial 
experience  at  the  SF  Public  Defenders 
Office,  where  he  is  a senior  trial  attorney. 
He  is  a Mission  resident  and  the 
editor/publisher  of  Jack  Micheline’s  last 
collection  of  poems. 

Gonzalez  differs  from  all  the  other 
candidates  on  one  very  important  issue, 
the  death  penalty.  He  is  unequivocally 
against  it.  In  an  election  where  voters  are 


Prolwsitin  A -Reiinidiiig  lioimi 
Honda-YES 

There  will  always  be  need  for  places  like 
Laguna  Honda  where  care  is  provided  for 
those  without  the  ability  to  pay.  The  city 's 
huge  settlement,  $347  million,  from  tobac- 
co industry  litigation  now  makes  what  is  a 
moral  imperative,  economically  achiev- 
^le.  As  a city  we  have  in  recent  years 
shown  ourselves  to  be  grossly  insensitive 
to  the  poor  and  Proposition  A represents  a 
chance  to  introduce  a badly  needed  ele- 
ment of  humanitaiianism  into  our  grasping 
and  greed-driven  civic  existence. 

The  only  real  argument  against 
rebuilding  this  facility  maintains  that  the 
seriously  disabled  and  people  requiring 
long  term  medical  care  will  receive  better 
treatment  in  smaller  facilities  located  in 
neighborhoods.  In  theory  this  sounded  like 
good  policy  for  the  mentally  ill  a few  years 
ago  when  they  were  emptied  out  of  large 
publicly  mn  institutions  and  left  to  fend  for 
themselves  in  our  rieighboihoods.  There 
they  have  remained  sleeping  in  alleys  and 
slipping  further  into  confusion  since  the 
community  supporting  services  never 
materialized.  The  same  fiscal  conserva- 
tives, who  cut  funds  to  the  larger  institu- 
tions, saw  to  it  that  the  smaller  satellite 
clinics  to  help  these  people  went  under- 
funded or  unfurtded.  The  rtet  result  has 
been  a large  percentage  of  homeless  peo- 
ple with  severe  and  unadressed  mental 
health  problems. 

Now  the  same  Reganesque  reasoning 
is  being  put  forward  as  an  argument 
against  Laguna  Honda.  If  Laguna  Honda  is 
not  rebuilt  you  can  depend  on  the  same 
‘‘fiscally  responsible”  types  to  cut  the  heart 
out  of  any  publicly  supported  neighbor- 


offered  a dismal  selection  of  candidates 
and  few  inspiring  issues,  the  opportunity 
to  elect  Gonzalez  and  thereby  impose  a 
local  moratorium  on  the  death  penalty  is 
the  best  reason  for  voting  in  November. 

The  death  penalty  is  simple  and  ultimate 
vengeance  carried  out  by  the  state  and 
incorporates  the  darkest  human  instincts 
into  the  legal  system.  Candidates  cannot 
call  themselves  progressive  and  under  any 
circumstances  support  the  death  penally. 

Gonzalez  is  also  willing  to  prosecute 
illegal  owner  move-in  evictions  Despite 
the  growing  number  of  these  in  the  city’s 
economic  transformation,  Hallinan  has 
prosecuted  only  one  case  in  four  years. 
Almost  all  the  legal  action  around  this 
issue  has  come  in  the  form  of  civil  suits 
filed  by  private  attorneys  but  most  of  those 
illegally  ousted  can  not  afford  a protracted 
court  fight  or  private  attorneys  at  all, 

Gonzalez  promises  not  to  pursue 
felony  conviction  for  possession  or  sale  of 
less  than  loz.  of  Marijuana.  Such  convic- 
tions have  stigmatized  many  youth  with  a 
felony  record  and  further  clog  the  courts. 

As  a political  outsider  Gonzalez' 
pledge  “to  investigate  political  corruption, 
election  fraud  and  the  misappropriation  of 
public  funds,”  carries  considerably  more 
credibility  than  that  of  the  other  candi- 
dates. 

Gonzalez  is  a rare  candidate  who  puts 
forward  an  enlightened  platform,  is  not  a 
political  insider  and  has  genuine  chance  of 
winning. 


hood  care  options.  Besides  it's  not  a ques- 
tion of  either/or.  Some  people  will  always 
need  a facility  like  Laguna  Honda  and 
some  will  be  better  off  with  home  or  com- 
munity care.  We  need  both. 

Pramsttioi  B-  Eqail  Retiremeit 
Beaefitt  lor  Mica  aid  Hramaa  - 
Vas 

Here's  a persuasive  argument  against 
putting  complicated  employee  benefit  pro- 
grams on  the  ballot.  In  1981  the  voters 
passed  a Charter  Amendment  that  allowed 
some  cops  and  firefighters,  in  exchange 
for  cash  payment,  to  switch  to  what  was 
for  the  city  a less  expensive  retirement  sys- 
tem. This  seemed  like  a good  deal  all 
around.  But  when  the  retirement  package 
for  cops  and  firefighters  was  improved  at 
subsequent  elections,  the  higher  benefits 
were  denied  those  who  had  made  the 
switch  in  1981.  This  was  due  to  some  fine 
print  in  the  Charter  Amendment  nobody 
picked  up  on  e.xcept  some  bean  counter.  So 
we  screwed  these  guys,  about  250  of  them, 
out  of  a retirement  package  equal  to  that  of 
their  coworkers.  Or  they  screwed  them- 
selves, or  the  system  screwed  us  all  or... 
Anyway,  it’s  unfair  and  this  time  we’ll  gel 
it  right.  The  cops  and  firefighters  will  pay 
back  the  cash  they  received  with  a 6% 
interest  charge. 


PrtiMsilin  C-  District  Ctaws- 
Yu 

With  the  usual  intelligence,  or  lack  there 
of,  with  which  these  things  are  done  when 
supervisoral  districts  were  drawn  up, 
Yeiba  Buena  and  Treasure  Island  were 
assigned  to  District  Eleven  (Outer 
Mission,  Excelsior  and  Visitation  Valley), 


to  which  neither  island  has  any  physical 
connection.  This  may  have  been  because 
District  Eleven  was  defined  as  “that  part  of 
the  City  not  included  in  other  districts.” 
Nor  did  anybody  consider  what  district 
people  living  in  territorial  waters  of  San 
Francisco  belong  to. 

Proposition  C puts  the  two  islands  in 
District  6,  which  they  me  connected  to  by 
the  Bay  Bridge,  and  assigns  the  island  peo- 
ple and  boatnicks  to  the  nearest  onshore 
district  and  gives  District  11  real  street 
boundaries.  Shouldn’t  this  have  been  done 
in  the  first  place? 


PrapoiitioflD-SjGk 
iMW/VacalioH  Transfers  -YES 

Currently,  city  employees  can  transfer 
their  sick  and  vacation  time  to  another  city 
employee  who  has  suffered  a catastrophic 
illness.  Proposition  D allows  such  trans- 
fers to  be  made  to  a general  pool  and 
allows  the  board  of  supervisors  to  pass  an 
ordinaiKe  to  allow  city  employees  to  use 
donated  vacation  credits  to  care  for  family 
members  who  have  catastrophic  illnesses. 


ProDoiitiM  E - Transportation 
RofomhYos 

The  busses  don't  run  on  time  or  at  all, 
there’s  no  place  to  park  and  gridlock  is  a 
fact  of  life.  All  of  this  is  due  in  large  part 
to  the  many  tentacled  and  overly  politi- 
cized bureaucratic  monster  that  is  stran- 
gling public  transportation.  The 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic  and  the 
Public  Transportation  Commission  that 
runs  Muni  operate  as  separate  agencies  run 
by  commissioners  who  serve  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Mayor.  The  Superv  isors  must 
approve  fare  hikes  and  route  eliminations, 
and  other  city  agencies  have  a hand  in  var- 
ious Muni  operations.  Proposition  E would 
replace  this  crony  prone  mess  with  the 
Municipal  Transportation  Agency  (MTA) 
composed  of  a seven  member  board 
appointed  by  the  mayor  and  confirmed  by 
the  supervisors,  who  could  only  be 
removed  for  just  cause.  This  would  have 
centralized  control  of  almost  all  of  Muni 
operations  and  by  2002  the  Department  of 

Parking  and  Traffic.  This  would  depoliti- 
cize  both  Muni  and  DPT  and  give  the  city 
at  least  a fighting  chance  of  developing  a 
real  transportation  policy.  Under  the  cur- 
rent setup,  public  and  private  transporta- 
tion will  breakdown  under  the  weight  of 
the  increasing  numbers  of  San  Francisco’s 
commuting  workforce  and  the  political 
infighting  among  rival  jurisdictions. 
Giving  up  some  measure  of  democratic 
control  over  fare  and  route  changes  is  an 
unfortunate  but  probably  unavoidable 
price  for  a livable  transportation  system. 

Proposition  E would  give  the  MTA 
direct  control  over  labor  negotiations  with 
Muni  employees  and  set  minimum  perfor- 
mance standards  and  goals  for  service. 
Proposition  E would  also  set  a minimum 
armual  contribution  from  the  city’s  general 
fund. 


the  City’s'  slmctural  problems  cnpplmg 
effective  public  transportation  apd  transit 
policy-making.  True,  it  removes  a certain 
amount  of  control  away  from  elected  offi- 
cials but  since  the  linle  power  they  had  to 
influence  Muni’s  course  lias  almost  lead  to 
its  ruin,  it  doesn’t  seem  we’re  giving  up 
much  Without  immediate  reform  Muni  is 
doomed,  parking  will  disappear  and  grid- 
lock will  last  all  day  Proposition  E may 
not  be  the  perfect  solution  but  it’s  a good 
start.  Vote  yes  or  invest  in  a good  pair  of 
hiking  boots 

Propositiol  F-  Ends  Double  Cbarpe 
ferATIRDsc-Ycs 

In  happier  limes  if  you  used  an  ATM  of  a 
bank  other  than  your  own  the  two  banks 
simply  split  the  ATM  fee  and  each  bank 
made  a little  money  on  tlie  deal  Then 
somebody  in  banking  world  realized  there 
was  no  need  to  split  the  fees,  when  they 
could  just  double  cliarge  the  customer  for 
the  same  transaction.  Proposition  F elimi- 
nates the  double  charge.  Banks  will  have 
to  settle  for  a little  less.  It  seems  like  no  big 
deal  but  from  the  outcry  coming  from  the 
banking  community,  you’d  ihmk  Fidel 
Castro  had  just  been  made  head  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board.  There  are  the 
usual  protests  from  the  usual  suspects  that 
big  government  is  once  again  forcing  its 
way  into  our  lives.  Well,  who  else  is  going 
to  keep  big  banks  from  forcing  their  way 
into  our  pockets? 

The  real  reason  for  all  the  outrage 
against  this  proposition  is  that  it  consti- 
tutes a beachhead  in  the  public's  fight  to 
protect  itself  from  the  arbitrariness  and 
greed  of  financial  institutions  There  are 
any  number  of  fees  and  charges  by  banks 
that  depositors  are  unhappy  about  and  told 
they  have  to  live  with  because  it’s  bank 
policy.  The  passage  of  Proposition  F opens 
a world  of  possibilities  for  some  ballot  box 
actions  that  has  the  bankers  naturally  terri- 
fied. much  to  the  amusement  of  all  the  rest 
of  us. 

One  argument  in  the  Voters 
Information  Pamphlet  points  out  that  a 
large  measure  of  support  for  F comes  from 
unions.  In  the  view  of  the  Califorma 
Bankers  Association  this  is  reason  enough 
to  be  against  it.  Yesiree.  another  Red  plot 
to  enslave  us  all. 

PriBKilioa  G-Strengfliens  Oie 
SaKhinelaw-Ves 

Whiney  bureaucrats  claim  that  if  the  open 
records  provision  of  this  measure  go  into 
effect,  it  will  cost  them  loo  much  time  and 
money.  On  the  contrary,  the  more  informa- 
tion we  have  about  what  the  bureaucrats 
are  up  to.  the  more  we  find  out  exactly 
how  much  time  and  money  they're  wast- 
ing and  the  belter  able  we  are  to  put  reme- 
dial measures  into  effect.  In  this  respect 
open  government  measures  can  be  said  to 
pay  for  themselves. 

The  current  Sunshine  law  was  a step 
in  the  right  direction  but  those  opposed  to 
the  law.  have  dodged  its  application  by 
declaring  some  records  “confidential  ” a 
convenient  label  for  informabon  a city 
agency  simply  decides  not  to  share.  City 
agencies  have  used  every  foot  dragging 
pretext,  and  faux  legal  excuse  to  delay  or 


ProposiUon  E addresses  the  worst  of 


Visit  Good  Vibvotionst  the  Boy  Area’s 
“clean*  welldit  place”  to  buy  ses  toys*  boobs  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  •friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 
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deny  ihe  release  of  informaiioa  by  bad 
example  they  have  defined  exactly  wliat  a 
sunshine  ordinance  should  be.  Proposition 
G’s  comprehensiveness  is  a direct  result  of 
city  government’s  deviousness. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  big 
money  has  such  a corrosive  and  corrupting 
effect  in  the  formulation  of  public  policy, 
city  government  might  not  be  so  secretive 
and  stricter  sunshine  ordinances  would 
probably  not  be  necessary.  But  cronyism 
and  political  payoffs  have  become  the  way 
of  doing  business  at  city  hall,  personal 
gain  has  become  the  norm,  public  service 
the  exception.  Only  the  most  complete  and 
open  access  to  the  workings  of  city  gov- 
ernment can  act  as  the  necessary  balance 
to  the  enormous  power  monied  interests 
now  wield  in  the  public  sector 


PropositiM  H -DowiUmini  Caltm 
Statioa-Yts 

There’s  little  opposition,  except  from 
Rebuild  the  Central  Freeway  zealots,  to 
creating  a centrally  located  Caltrain 
Station  at  the  old  Transbay  Terminal  at 
First  arxl  Mission,  probably  because  it 
makes  a lot  of  sense  The  move  is  expected 
to  double  ridership. 


PropoatiM  I-  MIP  Ictavia 
Boolevari-  Yas, 

Propoatiaa  ^ Btbald  ttia  Ccalral 
lYaanfay*  Na 

Before  the  dust  had  even  settled  from  the 
Loma  Prieta  Earthquake  sides  were  taken 
as  to  whether  or  not  to  tear  down  or  rebuild 


this  ugly  and  unessential  piece  of  freeway. 
If  a comet  should  hit  San  Francisco  and 
leave  only  two  people  alive,  this  is  the  first 
thing  they  fight  about. 

In  an  increasingly  car  clogged  city 
ar^'  nod  given  to  making  the  place  more 
car  friendly  is  simply  going  to  attract  too 
many  more  cars.  The  proponents  of  propo- 
sition J seem  to  have  survived  pretty  well 
without  for  the  last  decade,  judging  from 
the  amount  of  money  they  throw  around 
every  few  years  to  get  their  beloved  piece 
of  freeway  back.  But  even  they  are  getting 
tired  of  the  endless  crusade:  proposition  J 
contains  a proviso  that  would  make  ai^ 
further  ballot  measures  regarding  the  free- 
way subject  to  a 2/3  vote.  It  is  doubtful 
such  a condition  would  pass  constitutional 
muster. 


Proposition  I creates  an  envirorunen- 
tally  sound  boulevard  with  9 acres  of  land 
-enough  to  acconunodate  500  to  1,000 
units  of  housing  or  bring  in  $33million  in 
sale  revenues  to  improve  transportation. 
Proposition  I has  the  overwhelming  sup- 
port of  environmentalist  and  alternative 
transportation  organizations.  The  concrete 
heads  advocating  Proposition  J cannot 
scrape  up  or  manufacture  even  one  envi- 
rorunental  group  to  support  their  position. 


Pri»ridwK-Y»8 

This  cut  in  the  voluntary  spetKling  cap  for 
supervisoral  candidates  from  $250,000  to 
$75,000  is  a modest  but  important  step 
toward  a more  level  playing  field  in  San 
Francisco  politics. 


KNOW  A GOOD  LAWYER? 

San  Francisco  tuill  need  one 
if  Proposition  F passes/ 

The  authors  of  Prop  F want  you  to  believe  it  will  lower  the  ATM  fees 
you  pay.  What  they  won’t  admit  is  that  the  proposal  is  so  poorly 
drafted  and  so  full  of  loopholes  it  will  result  in  years  of  costly 
lawsuits.  And  San  Francisco  taxpayers  will  get  stuck  with  the  bill. 

If  Prop  F wins,  taxpayers  lose.  Recent  federal  court  cases  in  Iowa  and  Connec- 
ticut have  held  that  local  governments  cannot  regulate  national  banks.  If  Prop  F wins, 
San  Francisco  could  be  forced  to  spend  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tax  dollars  on  high- 
priced  attorneys  to  defend  a doomed  law. 

If  Prop  F wins,  community  banks  iose.  Only  74  of  the  868  ATM  machines  in  San 
Francisco  are  operated  by  local  banks  that  the  City  might  have  the  legal  authority  to 
regulate.  These  ATMs  are  owned  by  small,  community-based  banks.  That’s  why  every 
one  of  the  18  cominiinity  hanks  hRadquartered  in  San  Francisco  opposes  Prop  F. 

if  Prop  F wins,  consumers  iose.  incredibly,  Prop  F doesn’t  affect  the  hundreds  of 
ATM  cash  machines  owned  by  corporations  and  other  non-banks. 

The  fact  is,  the  big  losers  if  Prop  F passes  are  consumers  and 
taxpayers,  who  will  end  up  paying  the  costly  legal  fees  to 
defend  this  poorly-written  proposition.  


These  City  leaders  and  organizations  urge  you  to  vote  NO  on  Prop  F 


SUPERVISOR  SUPERVISOR  SUPERVISOR 

Barbara  Amos  Michael 

Kaufman  Brown  Yaki 


Aslan  Business  Ass'n 
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SF  Hotel  Council 


SF  Small  Business  Network 

SF  Planning  & Urban 
Research  (SPUR) 

Chinatown  Merchants  Ass'n 

Asian  Pacific  Oemo  Club 

FDR  Democratic  Club  for 
Seniors  and  Persons  with 
Disabilities 

City  Democratic  Club 

Robert  F.  Kennedy 
Democratic  Club  PAC 
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Burning  Man:  a vision  of  the  future 


Living  in  the  Mission,  it's  hard  not  to 
be  pessimistic  about  the  San 
Francisco  aits  scene:  not  only  are 
our  local  painters  and  poets  uniquely 
untalented,  but  their  art  reflects  an  old 
fashioned,  egalitarian  world  view,  laugh- 
ably irrelevant  as  an  exciting  new  age  of 
corporate  meritocracy  dawns.  So  it  is 
encouraging  to  see  the  success  of  a local 
art  h^pening  that  truly  reflects  the  values 
of  the  corporate  world. 

Burning  Man,  an  ultra-hip  party  for 
the  high-tech  smart  set  held  every  year  in 
Nevada's  Black  Rock  desert,  breaks  down 
the  barriers  between  art  and  business,  and 
creates  a temporary  community  where  par- 
ticipants learn  the  roles  they  >yill  need  to 
pl^  as  the  corporation  becomes  an  ever 
larger  part  of  everyday  life. 

Yet  just  a few  short  years  ago. 
Burning  Man  was  little  more  than  a rag- 
tag. desert  gathering  of  a couple  huiulred 
anarchists,  bohemians,  and  other  riffraff. 
Its  transformation  into  Burning  Man  LLC. 
a profitable  corporation  offering  a trendy, 
postmodern  vacation  for  young,  high-tech 
professionals,  is  largely  due  to  the  market- 
ing genius  of  Larry  Harvey.  Burning 
Man’s  visionary  co-founder,  and  CEO. 
Harvey  seems  to  have  understood  early  on 
that  if  the  event  were  to  realize  its  profit 
potential,  it  would  have  to  be  repackaged 
and  repositioned  in  order  to  attract  a larger 
and  more  affluent  crowd. 

Sex  tells 

Key  to  this  growth  strategy  was  an  aggres- 
sive corporate  communications  campaign 
that  employed  one  of  the  oldest  marketing 
tricks  in  the  book,  at  the  same  time  as  tar- 
geting one  of  the  consumer  marketplace’s 
newest  and  most  elite  demographic  seg- 
ments. 

Like  all  great  corporate  visionaries, 
Harvey  had  the  courage  to  pursue  his 
dream,  unhindered  by  the  received  notions 
and  petty  prejudices  of  his  d^.  Shrugging 
off  the  shackles  of  prudish  political  cor- 
rectness. he  took  to  heart  the  old  marketing 
maxim,  “Sex  Sells,"  and  cleverly  lever- 
aged Burning  Man’s  nudist  population  in 
order  to  drive  attendance.  Photographs  of 
gorgeous,  nude,  female  revelers  were 
prominently  featured  in  the  Burning  Man 
newsletter,  the  Burning  Man  souvenir 
book,  and  in  other  marketing  materials. 

Sure  enough,  the  promise  of  naked 
female  flesh  proved  to  be  a powerful  lure, 
attracting  thousands  out  to  the  desert  But 
simply  iiKreasing  the  nuirU>er  of  attendees 
would  not  ensure  Burning  Man’s  prof- 
itability. The  event  would  have  to  attract 
the  right  kind  of  atterrdee;  rich  enough  to 
pay  a substantial  entrance  fee,  yet  hip 
enough  to  give  Burning  Man  the  kind  of 
cutting-edge  cache  that  would  guarantee 
media  attention. 

With  this  in  mind,  Harvey  and  his 
marketing  team  embarked  on  an  expertly 
conceived  public  relations  campaign,  tar- 
geting upscale  publications  such  as 
Fortune  and  Wired,  and  positioning 
Burning  Man  as  the  in  vacation  for  Silicon 
Valley  digerati  and  other  affluent  young 
professionals.  The  hard  PR  work  soon  paid 
off:  writing  in  Wired,  cyberculture  guru 
Bruce  Sterling  christened  Burning  Man 
“The  New  American  Holiday,"  and  before 
long,  the  event  was  attracting  such  an  up- 


market crowd  that  the  entrance  fee  could 
be  raised  more  than  200%. 

Delving  Big  Government 

Of  course.  Burning  Man  LLC's  rapid 
growth  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of 
Big  Government,  which  would  dearly  love 
to  impose  its  regulatory  schemes  on  the 
event  Under  pressure  from  radical  envi- 
rorunentalists.  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  recently  floated  a plan  for 
“protecting”  the  Black  Rock  desert — as  if 
a 400  square  mile  wasteland  needed  pro- 
tection! One  of  the  provisions  of  the  plan 
would  have  limited  Burning  Maim’s  atten- 
dance to  10,000,  dramatically  reducing 
revenues.  In  an  age  when  the  arts  are  all 
too  often  compromised  by  their  associa- 
tion with  tired,  left-wing  politics,  it  was 
encouraging  to  see  Burning  Man  LLC  join 
mining  interests,  off-road  enthusiasts  and 
other  advocates  for  fair  use  of  our  natural 
resources,  in  the  fight  to  defeat  this  ill-con- 
ceived plan. 

Despite  the  many  years  of  work  that 
have  gone  into  improving  Burning  Man's 
demographics,  the  event  still  draws  a large 
number  of  bohemian  slacker  types,  who 
somehow  manage  to  scrape  together  the 
entrance  fee  out  of  their  dead-end  jobs  and 
SSI  checks.  But  their  presence  has  been 
cleverly  transformed  into  a business 
advamage;  by  using  these  less  desirable 
demographic  elemertts  as  an  unpaid  work- 
force, Harvey  is  able  to  keep  overheads  to 
a minimum,  thus  insuring  maximum  prof- 
itability. 

The  fact  that  he  has  been  able  to  get  so 
many  people  (inherently  lazy  people  at 
that!)  to  work  for  him  for  free,  but  actual- 
ly pay  him  for  the  privilege  of  doing  so, 
attests  to  his  charisma  and  superb  powers 
of  persuasion.  In  order  to  recruit  the  free 
labor  that  is  central  to  Burning  Man’s 
unique  business  model,  Harvey  has  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  work-shy  bohemians 
that  toiling  long  hours  in  the  desert  heat 
can  somehow  lead  to  personal  fulfillment. 
Central  to  his  message  has  been  a power- 
ful corporate  slogan,  “No  Spectators,”  that 
has  become  as  inextricably  associated  with 
the  Burning  Man  brand  as  “Just  Do  It”  is 
with  Nike,  or  “People  Do”  with  Chevron. 

The  payoff  from  Harvey’s  efforts  is 
that  Burning  Man  LLC  can  count  on  a 
large,  paying  servant  class,  thanks  to 


whose  hard  work  less  gullible  attendees 
such  as  myself  are  assured  the  best  possi- 
ble vacation  experience. 

But  there  is  much  more  to  Burning 
Man  than  savvy  marketing  and  a fascinat- 
ing business  model.  Burning  Man  is  a rad- 
ical experiment  in  temporary  community, 
a Temporary  Autonomous  Zone  where 
participants  are  freed  from  the  tired 
notions  that  have  shaped  modernity,  and 
initiated  into  the  truths  that  will  shape  the 
postmodern  culture  of  the  coming  century. 

As  the  millennium  draws  to  a close, 
the  egalitarian  myths  of  liberal  humanism 
are  rapidly  being  consigned  to  the  tiashcan 
of  history,  superseded  by  the  enlightened 
values  of  the  future-thinking,  profit-dri- 
ven, corporate  meritocracy.  Larry’ 


Harvey’s  unique  contribution  to  the  histo- 
ry of  art  is  that  he  has  steadfastly  insisted 
that  Burning  Man  remain  a strongly  brand- 
ed, for-profit  corporation.  As  Burning 
Man’s  servant  class  toils  away  for  the 
enrichment  of  their  charismatic  leader, 
they  are  learning  an  important  lesson  about 
the  role  mediocrities  such  as  themselves 
will  have  to  play  in  the  new  corporate  mil- 
leimium. 


No  more  socialistic  fantasies  about 
the  equality  of  Man,  no  more  idle  dreams 
about  the  redistribution  of  wealth  -just  the 
psychological  comfort  that  comes  from 
complete  identification  with  a corporate 
brand,  and  the  small  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  they  have  helped  realize  a ^at 
corporate  leader's  vision. 


We've  Got  News  About 
Your  Community  Public 

School! 

(Psst...you've  got  to 
apply) 

PSA  Sponsored  by  the  SF  Ad  Council 


To  learn  more  about  San  Francisco’s  public  sc  hool 
system  and  the  application  process  necessary  to  c'nroll 
your  child,  join  Parents  for  Public  Schools  for  an 
information  session. 

WHERE:  Harvey  Milk  Elementary  School.  4235  lOrh  St. 
WHEN:  Saturday,  October  16.1999 
TIME:IO:(X)am-  I2:30pm 

We  anticipate  approval  for  the  application  process  to 
begin  between  November  1999  and  January  7.  2(XX). 
Call  SFUSD  at  (415)  2414^085 
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Dia  de  los  Muertos 
San  Francisco  Style 


By  L.  Newman  Puentes 

The  success  of  the  Mission’s  Day  of 
the  Dead  celebration  has  brought 
mixed  emotions.  Many  people 
resent  the  large  crowds  and  party  atmos- 
phere. There  has  been  a lot  of  criticism  and 
even  I admit  to  being  confused  regarding 
this  growing  sentiment,  and  wonder  about 
what's  been  lost  -if  anything  has  been  lost 
at  all. 

All  ancient  cultures  had  rites  that  dealt 
specifically  with  the  issues  of  death  All 
modem  societies  have  ritual  practices  and 
cultural  perspectives  intended  to  help  the 
living  come  to  terms  with  the  idea  of 
dying.  Most  of  these  modem  practices  and 
perspectives  are  based  on  older  ones. 
Death  transforms  the  living  person,  as 
surely  as  our  views  about  death  change  to 
reflect  our  temporal  realities,  and  personal 
arvl  collective  experiences  So.  what  does 
all  this  mean  to  those  of  us  living  here  and 
now  in  San  Francisco's  Mission  District? 

HeidcM  IrigiM 

For  many  ancient  peoples,  death  was  a 
stage  in  a cycle:  the  worship  of  death 
involved  the  worsliip  of  life.  The  indige- 
nous peoples  of  Mexico  had  gods  and  god- 
desses representing  all  notions  associated 
with  death;  there  were  rituals,  creative 
e.xpressions.  cultural  practices,  myths,  and 
philosophies  symbolizing  and  articulating 
the  premise  of  death  and  dying.  According 
to  Chloe  Sayer's  book.  The  Mexican  Day 
of  the  Dead,  tlie  Aztec  calendar  devoted 
two  months  to  the  dead,  including  a great 
feast  in  their  honor 

After  the  Conquest,  there  was  a fusion 
of  indigenous  belief  and  Catholic  attitudes. 
The  Christian  Calendar  fixed  the  date  of 
November  2 as  Dia  de  los  Muertos  and  it 
became  a National  holiday  in  Mexico.  The 
best  example  of  what  mforms  current 
images  of  Day  of  the  Dead  celebrations 
would  be  one  typical  of  any  small  town  in 
Central  Mexico.  From  these  places  come 
Uie  familiar  foods,  crafts,  and  ntuals  we 
associate  with  the  holiday.  Many  of  these 
elements  have  ancient  roots,  like  the  use  of 
mangolds  during  the  holiday  -but  others, 
like  the  satire,  were  determined  by  later- 
day  sociopolitical,  economic,  and  even 
geographical  situations. 

At  some  point  in  time  the  celebration 
culminated  in  a family  feast  that  was 
shared  with  the  dead  at  their  gravesides  in 
the  cemetery,  most  likely  when  many 
small  Mexican  towns  had  one  local  ceme- 
tery and  few  had  electric  lights.  This  is 
perhaps  where  we  get  the  image  of  a col- 
lective procession  making  its  way  to  a 
cemetery  by  candlelight. 


Yaftez  welcomes  any  constructive 
criticism  but  reminds  us  that  the  holiday  is 
a hybrid  that  exists  in  a continuum  beyond 
time  and  place,  'i’ve  always  been  open  to 
the  evolutionary  nature  of  the  event,”  he 
says,  "but  you  have  to  look  at  it  in  context. 
There  are  different  manifestations  and 
other  considerations,  so  you  can't  have  the 
exact  same  traditions.  This  is  not  Mexico, 
it’s  the  Mission.” 

Some  of  the  modem  manifestations  he 
could  live  without,  like  Day  of  the  Dead 
web-sites,  plastic  papel  picado,  altar  com- 
petitions sponsor  by  big  hotels  like  they 
have  in  Oaxaca,  and  the  Dia  de  los 
McMuertos  concept  that  was  developed 
out  of  the  Regeneration  project.  Still,  he 
sees  a great  deal  of  hunger  in  our  society 
for  spirituality  and  ritual.  “We  live  in  a 
country  that  processes  things  and  changes 
things  constantly,  and  you're  always  going 
to  run  the  risk  of  rubbing  people  the  wrong 
way.”  he  says,  “but  the  exhibits  have 
shown  great  passion  and  feeling.  Some 
beautiful  manifestation  $ have  come  about. 
It  continues  to  inspire  people,  and  I’m  glad 
that  we  had  that  kind  of  impact.” 

Yailez  always  tries  to  have  a tradition- 
al altar  as  a point  of  reference,  “For  me, 
this  is  not  show  business,  it  should  have  a 
sense  of  spirituality  and  beauty  to  it,  and 
not  merely  be  a yearly  situation.  Although 
he  prefers  to  work  w ith  the  smaller  rituals, 
he  says  he  “wants  to  keep  exploring  possi- 
bilities and  ride  it  out  until  it  runs  its 
course.”  And  he  commends  those  who 
work  hard  to  keep  the  event  going  in  the 
Mission,  “I  think  it's  generally  healthy  for 
people  to  see  Day  of  the  Dead  exhibits. 
Maybe  Corporate  America  can  learn 
something  from  Mexican  culture.” 

Calendar  of  the  Dead 

Trece  Guardianas  (13  Guardians)  is  the 
theme  for  this  years  annual  Day  of  the 
Dead  procession.  Takes  place  Tuesday, 
November  2,  beginning  at  7pm,  starting 
from  Bryant  and  24th  Streets  and  ending  at 
Dolores  Park. 

Casa  de  Fantasmas  (House  of  Ghosts); 
Curator,  Ren6  Yaftez,  describes  this  exhib- 
it as  "a  cul-tural  haunted  house."  presented 
in  three  parts  with  participation  from  about 
75  artists  Days  are  reserved  for  kids  and 
evenings  for  adults.  Admission  is  $2.  At 
the  South  of  Market  Cultural  Center.  934 
Braruian  Street.  Opens  Thursday.  October 
14 


In  1973,  Ren^  Yaftez  and  other  artists  at 
Galeria  de  la  Raza  saw  a need  for  ritual, 
and  a sense  of  spirituality  with  traditional 
cultural  values,  and  reintroduced  Dia  de 
los  Muertos  in  a new  form,  organizing  the 
first  Rooms  for  the  Dead  exhibit  By  1984 
the  exhibit  had  undergone  many  phases, 
often  reflecting  current  political  and  social 
realities.  The  parade  was  an  outgrowth  of 
popularity  of  the  event  that  grew  in  pro- 
portions and  ultimately  took  on  a life  of  its 
own.  New  generations  and  groups  from 
outside  the  Latino  community  were  intro- 
duced to  the  holiday;  they  wanted  to  par- 
ticipate and  express  their  own  interpreta- 
tions of  the  theme.  The  evolutionary 
nature  and  other  complex  dynamics  of  the 
holiday,  like  its  calendrical  closeness  to 
Halloween,  fueled  criticism  directed  at  the 
organization,  and  organizers  of  the  event. 


Dias  de  Muertos/Days  of  the  Dead  altar 
installation.  Community  Reception  with 
traditional  re-freshments  5-7pm.  ArtBeat 
Gallery  & Gifts,  3266  21st  Street.  Opens 
Friday,  OctoberlSth  runs  through 
November  7. 

Noche  Encantada  milleniuMMemory: 
Day  of  the  Dead  and  Encantada's  second 
armiversay  celebration.  Encantada  Gallery 
of  Fine  Ajt,  904  Valencia  Street.  Opens 
l\iesday,  October  19.  and  runs  Through 
November  7. 

Rooms  for  the  Dead  altar  installations 
and  exhibit  Opens  l\iesday,  November  2, 
at  6pm.  Ad-mission  is  $3.  T\venty-six 
altars  and  one  pre-Hispanic  tomb  Opening 
night  ritual  Aztec  dance  performances. 
Runs  through  November  30.  Mission 
Cultural  Center.  2868  Mission  Street 
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Only  a Fleeting  Instant  Here... 


By  L.  Newman  Puentes 

In  January  of  1999,  Roberto  Ortega  was 
gunned  down  near  Capp  and  2 1st 
Street.  Eight  months  later,  his  brother 
Raul  was  also  gunned  down  near  19th  and 
San  Carlos  Street.  Both  young  men  have 
been  identified  as  gang  members,  and 
police  believe  both  murders  to  be  gang 
related.  Two  gang  members  have  been 
arrested  in  connection  with  the  January 
shooting. 

I live  near  where  Roberto  Ortega  was 
killed.  I remember  passing  the  comer  and 
noticing  the  customary  flowers  and  can- 
dles displayed  for  the  dead  on  the  site 
where  the  death  occurred.  This  custom 
serves  many  purposes  and  is  deeply  rooted 
in  the  human  psyche  as  something  sacred; 
it  goes  back  to  ancient  practices  developed 
before  Columbus,  before  Christianity, 
before  Christ  -and.  although  it  has  been 
somewhat  transformed  to  suit  modem 
needs,  the  practice  has  not  been  discarded. 
Certainly,  it  is  a mournful  expression  of 
the  ephemeral  natiire  of  life  on  earth. 

Something  drew  me  to  the  memorial, 
to  recognize  it,  and  consider  all  that  it  rep- 
resented. As  I looked  down  on  the  candles, 
flowers  and  notes  left  by  friends  and  fam- 
ily. I was  shocked  to  find  that  someone  had 
prominently  placed  ‘Free  Mumia’  leaflets 
within  and  around  the  memorial.  I did  not 
know  the  identity  of  the  person  who  had 
died,  nor  the  circumstances  of  their  death, 
but  I felt  whoever  had  left  the  political 
leaflets,  instead  of  respecting  the  tribute, 
had  trivialized  it 

Eight  months  later  I read  about  Raul 
Ortega’s  murder  in  the  Examiner. 
Something  would  again  eventually  lead 
me  to  another  neighborhood  comer  -to 
recognize,  and  reflect  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  life  and  death  of  someone  I 
did  not  know,  but  who  lived  and  died  in 
my  community.  I didn’t  find  any  memori- 


al this  time;  it  had  quietly  disappeared. 

In  the  September  9 posting  of 
Cyberwatch,  a neighborhood  email  news 
bulletin,  Michele  Bondi  reported  on  the 
August  31  police  community  meeting  at 
Mission  Station  that  was  packed  with  Sw 
Carlos  Street  residents  expressing  their 
concerns  about  the  shooting,  and  any  fur- 
ther gang,  or  retaliatory  violence.  No  one 
knows  who  actually  removed  it,  but  it  was 
after  this  meeting  that  Raul  Ortega’s  side- 
walk memorial  mysteriously  vanished 

Bondi  noted  in  her  report  that  many  of 
the  residents  at  the  meeting  were  new  to 
the  neighborhood  and  had  “probably  never 
experienced  anything  like  this.”  She 
wrote,  “it  was  indeed  a “heads  up”  for 
them  and  it  was  another  example  of  “you 
r^ed  to  be  aware  of  the  neighborhood  you 
are  moving  into,” 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  none  of  the 
new  timers'  have  ever  experienced  fear 
(reactionary  or  otherwise),  or  that  they  are 
ignorant  of  the  various  forms  of  violent 
death  life  sometimes  encounters.  And  if 
they  have  been  living  their  lives  in  a state 
of  misplaced  consciousness  -or  uncon- 
sciousness, in  this  neighborhood  or  ar^^ 
other,  where  do  we  fit  into  the  context  of 
their  newly  discovered  awareness? 

Bondi  informs  us  that  all  of  us  are 
responsible  for  the  safeQ'  ^ well  being  of 
our  neighborhood,  that  we  should  not 
'point  fingers'  and  seek  pro-active  means 
to  solve  problems.  She  also  encourages  us 
to  get  to  know  our  neighbors.  Mexican 
Poet  CX:tavio  Paz  informs  us  that  “Our 
deaths  illuminate  our  lives.”  It  is  within 
that  context  that  we  must  remember  that 
it’s  not  ^ut  'old  timers’  or  'new  timers’ 
but  about  now  timers,  and  we  who  live  in 
the  Mission  should  not  so  hastily  discard 
or  ignore  the  memories  of  the  Ortega 
brothers. 
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Day  of  the  Dead  and  Halloween-Are 
they  the  same? 

Q:  Are  Day  of  the  Dead  and 
Halloween  the  same  celebration? 
Skeletons  are  used  for  both,  but  the  holi- 
day colors  for  each  seems  different  -any 
explanations? 

D.L..  new  fourth  grade  teacher,  SF 

Dear  D.L.:  Both  holidays  include 
images  of  skeletons,  and  both  also  involve 
food!  They  occur  around  the  same  time  of 
the  year,  Halloween  on  October  31  and 
Day  of  the  Dead  on  November  1 and  2. 
Tricks  and  treats,  scary  costumes,  the  col- 
ors black  and  orange,  and  jack  o'  lanterns 
characterize  Halloween.  Dia  de  los 
Kiuertos  looks  different  It  is  both  humor- 
ous and  honorific.  Here  in  the  Mission 
there  are  many  places  to  see  ofrendas  or 
installations  for  los  Kiuertos  (see  below) 
As  you’ve  probably  seen.  Day  of  the  Dead 
altars  often  include  bright  colors  such  as 
magenta,  turquoise,  and  the  orange  of 
marigold  flowers.  They  also  display  pho- 
tos of  loved  ones,  candles,  favorite  foods 
of  the  deceased  and  pan  de  muerto,  a spe- 
cial bread  for  Day  of  the  Dead  Both  holi- 
days may  share  the  common  Catholic 
threads  of  All  Souls  Day  and  All  Saints 
Day.  but  the  roots  of  Halloween  and  Day 
of  the  Dead  lie  in  pre-Christian  traditions. 
Let’s  see  what  the  experts  say . . . 

LL  Step  #1  Halloween  (or  All 
Hallow’s  Eve)  originates  with  the  Druid 
Autumnal  festival  according  to  Chase's 
Calendar  of  Events.  The  Halloween  prac- 
tice of  giving  away  treats  may  have  it’s 
origin  in  a Gaelic  tradition  of  gift  giving  to 
the  poor,  at  Samhuinn  (end  of  summer) 
“soul  cakes”  were  given  away,  according 
to  The  Folklore  of  American  Holidays 
(Detroit;  Gale  Research  Co.)  The  same 
source  indicates  that  the  kind  of  tricking 
that  we  know  is  a US  phenomenoa 

LL  Step  #2  Dia  de  los  Muertos  (Day 
of  the  Dead)  is  a traditional  celebration 
with  roots  in  the  indigenous 
Mesoamerican  Nahua  culture.  Bobbi 
Salinas-Norman  recounts  that  according  to 


Nahua  belief  life  is  a dreara  and  it  is 
through  death  that  we  awaken.  Salinas- 
Norman  explains  that  in  present-day 
Mexico,  dead  souls  are  welcomed  back 
when  they  come  to  visit  the  living. 
Families  prepare  home  altars,  and  sweep 
and  decorate  family  plots  in  local  cemeter- 
ies. You  can  read  much  more  about  the 
Day  of  the  Dead  and  about  crafts  for  the 
holiday  in  Salinas-Norman’s  Indo 
Hispanic  Folk  Art  Traditions  If  available 
here  at  the  Mission  Branch. 

Good  Books  and  Videos  on  Day  of  the 
Dead  - We’ve  got  more! 

The  Days  of  the  Dead:  Mexico  's 
Festival  of  Communion  with  the  Departed, 
by  John  Greenleigh.  San  Francisco.  CA; 
Collins  Publishers,  1991. 

Indo-Hispanic  Folk  Art  Traditions,  by 
Bobbi  Salinas-Norman.  Oakland.  CA: 
Piflata  Publications,  1988. 

The  Mexican  Dav  of  the  Dead,  edited 
by  Chlog  Sayer  Boston:  Shambhala 
Redstone  Editions,  1994 

Mexican  Papercutting,  by  Kathleen 
Trenchard.  Asheville.  NC:  Lark  Books, 
1998. 

Pablo  Remembers:  the  Fiesta  of  the 
Day  of  the  Dead,  by  (jeorge  Ancona.  New 
York:  Lothrop.  Lee  & Shepard  Books, 
1993. 

Videos 

Calaveras,  Denise  Richards  San 
Francisco,  CA:  Dog’s  Life  Productions. 
1996. 

Celebrating  the  Day  of  the  Dead, 

Alonso  Olvera,  Victor  Quiroga,  May  Herz 
1992. 

La  Ofrenda:  The  Days  of  the  Dead, 
Lourdes  Portillo  and  Susana  Mufloz.  San 
Francisco.  CA:  XochitJ  Films,  1989. 

Recuerdos  de  Flores  Kfuertas, 
Guillermo  Varela,  1982, 


(^an  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center 
455  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103  USA 

phone:  415.861.4964 
fax:  415.861.0579 
e-mail:  qyhac@aol.com 
hours:  Mon-Fri  11-7,  Sat  9-5 

Yin  has  a new  home! 

beginning  October  4, 1999 


Excellence  in  acupuncture,  massage  therapy,  herbal  medicine, 
Qi  Gong,  yoga,  and  meditation. 


3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1 1am  to  10  pm 

• • • • 285-5200 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 

Furnishings 
Antiques 
Moving 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Oldy  Like  New  & Antique 


energy 

vitality 

balance 

flow 


Tel;(4I5)648-3327 

Fax:(415)648-3171 


Medicine 


acupuncture 
herbal  medicine 
health  counseling 
a unicfue  blend  of  Eaet  with  weet 

PATMAYO,  MS.LAC 

1364  Valencia  San  Francleco,  CA  94110 
(415)  970-1064 
patmayc^acl.ccm 


1364  Valencia  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


14  OCTOBER  1999 


New  Mission  News 


A\iSSi©n  District 

Calendar 


FRIDAY 

Feed  Your  Soul:  Poesia,  Pasion.  Canto  Luna’s 
Press  and  Cafe  La  Boheme  present  an  evening 
of  poetry,  passion,  and  songs  with  Peruvian  poet 
Carfos  Claver  reading  his  original  work,  and 
works  from  other  Latin  Amencan  writers  Cafe 
La  Boheme.  3318  24th  St  (between  Mission  & 
Bartlett).  8pm,  free  Call  643-0481 

Secret  Cinema:  8mmAnonymous  continues  with 
the  Projection  Project.  Dual-8  (Regular  3mm  & 
Supers  Sour)d]  Spectacular,  a night  of  cutting- 
edge  (and  in  some  cases  cutting  room  floor) 
films.  Sixty  6th  Street  Rendezvous  and  Chelsea 
Bar.  Show  starts  at  midnight.  $3  Continues  Oc- 
tober 2,  with  an  appearance  by  Mr  8mm,  who 
promises  a free  film  giveaway  to  the  first  thir- 
teen people  who  pay  their  way  in  Cali  863- 
1221. 


THURSDAY 

C'est  What?:  Cote  Quest:  A Seasor)  of  French 
Contemporary  Art  presents  an  artists  lecture  and 
visual  presentation  of  recent  works  by  three  cut- 
ting-edge  French  media  artists.  Rebecca 
Boumigault,  Matthieu  Laurette.  and  Mane  Sester 
Exhibit  runs  through  November  20.  Gallery  hours 
are  12-5pm,  Wednesday  through  Saturday  and 
Tuesday  by  appointment.  New  Langton  Arts. 
1246  Folsom  St  Artists  Lecture,  8pm,  free  Call 
626-5416 
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SATURDAY 

From  Cuba  to  Miami:  Cafe  Multicultural 
Valencia  Saturday  Night  Reading  Series  pre- 
sents joumalisl/artist/poet  Alejandro  Lorenzo 
reading  from  his  latest  book  of  poetry  Antes  y 
Despues  del  Mar  (Before  and  After  the  Sea) 
Cafe  Multicultural  Valencia,  1109  Valencia  St 
(between  21st  & 22nd),  8pm,  free.  Call  824- 
7659, 


SUNDAY 

Shade  of  Power  Festival:  Runs  October  1-3 
Films  and  videos  that  illustrate  examples  of  alli- 
ance building  among  African-Amencan,  Latino. 
Asian  Amencan  and  Native  Amencan  communi- 
ties. Victoria  Theater.  2961  16th  St  @ Capp, 
$5.  $2.50  for  students,  disabled,  low-income, 
no  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds.  Email 
L4mn@aol.com  or  call  701-9502  for  complete 
program  information. 


TUESDAY 

Bugs  in  the  Barrio:  The  Insect  Discovery  Lab 
brings  incredible  live  crawly  things  for  show  and 
tell.  See  and  learn  about  beetles,  millipedes, 
tarantulas,  walking  sticks,  whip  scorpions  and 
more  Mission  Branch  Library.  300  Bartlett  St 
(between  Mission  & Valencia).  10am.  free.  Res- 
ervations required,  please  call  695-5090 
come  in  to  sign  up 


Home  Grown:  The  eleventh  annual  Fiesta  on 
the  Hill  organized  by  the  Bernal  Heights  Neigh- 
borhood Center.  An  alcohol-free  event  featuring 
homespun  attractions  like  Alien  Eyeball  Toss. 
Make  a Scene  Polaroid  portrait  booth,  a petting 
zoo.  face  painting,  and  a pumpkin  patch.  Also 
live  music,  arts  & crafts  for  sale,  and  a New 
Technology  Pavilion  showcasing  21st  century 
products,  services  and  classes  for  techies  to 
novices.  On  Cortland  Ave.  (between  Bennington 
& Ellsworth),  11am-6pm.  no  entrance  fee.  Call 
206-2140,  ext.161. 

Bikes  & Beer:  Join  Mr,  San  Francisco  Leather 
1999,  Werner  Tillinger,  and  Shanti  for  a Cycle 
Party  and  Beer  Bust  to  benefit  Shanti  services 
for  people  living  with  HIV  and  AIDS.  The  party 
is  also  a celebration  to  gear  up  for  Shanti's  Third 
Annual  Ride  for  Life,  a motorcycle  ride  to  fight 
AIDS.  Daddy's  Bar,  440  Castro  St.,  4-7pm,  $7 
Call  674-4720  or  go  online  at  wvw.shanti- 
rides. oro. 
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FRIDAY 

Hot  Flashes:  Rhodessa  Jones  presents  an 
evening  of  kamikaze  theater  that  takes  on  the 
realities  of  aging  A lament  for  the  lost  period  - 
one  women's  story  ‘Discounts  for  Cultural  Od- 
yssey Performance  Festival  ticket  holders.  ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  St.  @ Shotwell.  Ilprr.,  $15. 
Call  063-9834, 

Tower  of  Power:  Cuban  joumalist/artist/poet 
Alejandro  Lorenzo  presents  some  recent  titles 
from  the  Opus  Collection,  published  by  Torre 
de  Papel.  Lorenzo  will  read  from  his  latest  book 
of  poetry  Anfes  y Despues  del  Mar  (Before  and 
After  the  Sea),  and  from  La  Cancion  de  Icaro 
(The  Song  of  Icarus)  by  Carlos  A,  Diaz  Barrios 
Cafe  La  Boheme.  3318  24th  St.  (between  Mis- 
sion & Bartlett),  8pm.  free.  Call  643-0481. 


MONDAY 

Love  Triangle:  Novelist  Ana  Castillo  reading 
from  Peel  My  Love  like  an  Onion.  Says  Sandra 
Cisneros.  "Goddamn,  This  Ana  Castillo  has  gone 
and  done  what  I always  wanted  to  do  -written  a 
Chicana  telenovela  . Wacky,  wild,  ybien  funny " 
This  is  a love  story  with  equal  parts  soap  opera, 
tragicomedy,  and  rhapsody,  laced  with  sarcas- 
tic asides  and  dead-on  obsen/ations  Castillo  is 
a leading  figure  and  pioneer  in  the  Chicana  lit- 
eraiy  movement  Modem  Times,  880  Valencia 
St.  @ 20th  St„  7:30,  free.  Call  282-9246  or  go 
online  at  vww.mtbs.com 
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TUESDAY 

Gel  Together  The  16th  Street/North  Mission 
Neighborhood  Association  is  having  a commu- 
nity meeting  and  your  invited  Get  informed, 
voice  an  opinion,  and  meet  your  neighbors  Open 
to  all.  Centro  del  Pueblo.  474  Valencia  St..  2nd 
fl.  Auditorium,  8:30-1 0pm,  Call  558-8133, 


or 


SATURDAY 

Bilingual  Literarti:  Award-winning  poet  and  nov- 
elist Lucha  Corpi  reads  from  her  book.  Where 
the  Fireflies  Dance.  Afterwards,  she  will  con- 
duct a bilingual  writing  workshop  for  children 
and  sign  books.  Children  of  alt  ages  are  encour- 
aged to  attend  with  their  parents.  Sponsored  by 
Children’s  Book  Press.  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett  St.  (between  Mission  & Valencia), 
1-3pm,  free.  Call  695-5090. 

Literati  Bilingue:  La  poeta  premiada  y novelista 
Lucha  Corpi  leera  de  su  libro  Alh]  Donde  Bailan 
las  Luciemagas.  Despues  ensehara  una  clase 
bilingue  de  escribir  para  nihos  y autografiara 
libros.  Para  nihos  de  todas  las  edades  con  sus 
padres.  Patrocinado  por  La  Editorial  Children’s 
Book  Press.  Biblioleca  de  la  Mision.  300  Calle 
Bartlett  (entre  Mision  y Valencia).  1-3pm.  gratis. 
Lama  695-5090. 
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WEDNESDAY 

French  Connection:  Three  French  media  art- 
ists explore  the  obvious  and  the  unseen,  a pre- 
sentation and  West  Coast  premier  of  work  by 
Rebecca  Boumigault,  Matthieu  Laurette.  and 
Mane  Sester  Part  of  the  Cofe  Quest:  A Season 
of  French  Contemporary  Art  exhibition  series 
Show  runs  through  November  20  Gallery  hours 
are  12-5pm,  Wednesday  through  Saturday  and 
Tuesday  by  appointment.  New  Langton  Arts, 
1246  Folsom  St.  Opening  Reception.  6-8pm 
free  Call  626-5416 


Open  Studios  in  the  Mission:  Hundreds  of  lo- 
cal artists  open  their  private  studios  to  the  pub- 
lic from  1 1am-6pm,  ArtSpan  hosts  a central  gal- 
lery showing  one  piece  of  each  artists  work  at 

SOMAR  Gallery  934  Brannan  St. , M-F  9am-5pm. 

Call  861-9838,  Pick  up  a map  there.  Continues  THURSDAY 
Sunday  October  10. 


WEDNESDAY 

It  is  Written:  History  as  Mystery,  Michael 
Parenti's  lively  challenge  to  mainstream  history 
does  battle  with  a number  of  mass-marketed 
historical  myths  Hear  how  history’s  victors  dis- 
tort and  suppress  the  documentary  record  ir\ 
order  to  perpetuate  their  power  and  pnvilege 
From  the  Inquisition  to  Joan  of  Arc  to  the  anti- 
labor bias  of  present-day  history  textbooks.  His- 
tory  as  Mystery  shows  how  past  aQd..pre.sent. 
can  inform  each  other.  Modem  Times,  888 
Valencia  St.  @ 20th  St.,  7:30,  free.  Call  282- 
9246  or  go  online  at  www.mtbs  com 
Yo'Trip:  YouthSpeaks  and  Black  Dot  Poetry 
Collective  presents  Transbay  Expressions/ Hip- 
Hop  Poetry.  Opening  evening  door  fee  is  $10. 
with  following  shows  in  the  loft  space  at  $6. 
Reduced  rates  for  youth.  ODC  Theater.  3153 
17th  St,  @ Shotwell,  8pm.  Call  863-9834  rw 
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SUNDAY 

DerTKHition;  SMASH  THE  MACHINE!  Protest 
Willie  Brown's  program  of  gentrification  and 
ecopnomic  cleansing.  Mass  resignation  from  the 
Democratic  party,  forms  provided.  Strreet  the- 
ater by  endangered  Artists,  1 6th  & Mission  BART 
Plaza.  4pm  Call  826-6686 


All-Mate  Peep  Show:  Opening  and  West  Coast 
premier  of  Ronnie  Larsen’s  new  comedy  about 
the  boys  behind  the  glass.  Cast  includes  some 
of  the  hottest  pom  stars  and  erotic  performers 
of  the  '90s.  Through  October  24,  Victoria  The- 
atre, 2961  16th  St,  @ Capp  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day 8pm,  Saturday  7pm  and  10pm,  and  Sun- 
day 7pm,  $25-35.  Tickets  and  information; 
TicketWeb  (510)  601-8932,  or  online  at 
www.ticketweb.com.  also  available  at  Rasputin 
Music  in  Berkely  or  Rocket  Records  in  San  Fran- 
cisco 


Get  in  Sync:  First  session  of  Prenatal  Yoga,  a 
six-week  course  focusing  on  gentle  stretches 
for  pregnant  women  to  help  develop  a strong, 
supple  body  and  prepare  for  a relaxed  labor 
and  birth.  Taught  by  Elizabeth  Bassemer,  the 
class  allows  for  personal  attention  and  in-depth 
instruction  on  specific  postures  for  all  three  tri- 
mesters. Also,  a deep  relaxation  and  breathing 
practice  are  included  to  bring  harmony  and  bal- 
ance to  mother  and  child.  Integral  Yoga  Insti- 
tute. 770  Dolores  St.,  6-8pm.  Please  register  at 
least  one  week  in  advance  by  calling  931  -7291 , 


FRIDAY 

R.I.P.:  Alejandro  Lorenzo  presents  Retrato 
Inconcluso  de  Rene  Ariza  (An  Incomplete  Pic- 
ture of  Rene  Ariza).  one  the  Mission’s  most  loved 
poets  and  dramatists  Running  time  30  min.,  in 
Spanish  with  English  subtitles.  Followed  by  pre- 
sentation and  discussion  of  Anza’s  posthumously 
published  book  Cuentos  Breves  y Brevisimos 
(Short  and  Very  Brief  Stones)  Mission  Cultural 
Center.  2868  Mission  St.  (between  24th  & 25th), 
8pm.  donation  at  the  door.  Call  021  -1 1 55 
Blood  and  Tears:  Poems  for  Matthew 
Shepard  - Scott  Gibson,  the  editor  of  this  an- 
thology of  poems  wntten  to  honor  the  memory 
of  Matthew  Shepard  will  be  on  hand  for  a me- 
morial reading  on  the  first  anniversary  of 
Shepard's  homophobically  motivated  torture  and 
murder.  Poets  include  Harold  Norse.  Lauren 
Gudath  and  Kevin  Killian,  New  college  Theater 
766  Valencia,  7:30pm,  $5  Call  437-3454. 

In  the  Soup:  Luna  Sea  Women's  Performance 
Project  presents  Groucho:  A Day  in  the  D'Elia 
Soup  written  and  starring  Tina  D’Elia.  Come  see 
the  one-woman  comedy  wonder  in  this  fruitloop 
of  a play  as  Tina,  the  Latina  lesbian  wakes  in 
alarm  to  find  herself  transformed  info  Groucho 
Marx  2940  16th  St,.  #216C,  8pm,  $10-15  Call 
863-2989  for  information  and  reservations.  Con- 
tinues on  October  16 
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SATURDAY 

Kinder  Cabal:  Will  your  child  be  entering  Kin- 
dergarten next  year?  Make  an  informed  deci- 
sion on  what  is  available  to  you  in  SF  public 
schools.  Hear  from  Margaret  Wells,  Director  of 
the  Educational  Placement  Center  on  the  appli- 
cation process.  Get  tips  on  school  selection  from 
Lee  Ann  Slaton  of  Parents  Place;  find  out  about 
parent  power  in  the  public  schools  from  other 
parents  Childcare  provided  Harvey  Milk  El- 
ementary, 4235  19th  St,,  10am-12;30pm,  free. 
Call  642-6260  or  go  online  at 
www.Parents4Dublicschools.com. 

Show  u$  the  Money:  The  San  Francisco  Living 
Wage  Coalition  invites  all  low-income  workers 
and  allies  to  a Community  Fair  and  Congress, 
Discuss  and  debate  what  we  need  to  do  to  win 
our  fair  measure  of  economic  justice.  Attend 
workshops;  enjoy  a day  of  celebration  with  mu- 
sic, barbecue,  games  and  cultural  events  ALL 
FREE.  Childcare  available  Horace  Mann  Middle 
Schod,  3351  23rd  St.  (between  Mission  & 
Valencia),  10am-7pm,  free.  Call  243-8133,  or 
863-4850. 

Healthwise:  The  second  annual  Healing 
ChoicesfBridging  Communities,  a symposium  for 
Breast  Cancer  and  Integrative  Medicine  initiated 
by  breast  cancer  sunrivors  and  advocates.  The 
symposium  will  be  held  at  Cole  Hall,  UCSF  from 
8:30am  to  4:15pm.  Registration  fee  is  $10  with 
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lunch  provided.  Scholarships  available.  There  is 
seating  for  only  -500  and  attendees  must  pre- 
register to  choose  workshops  on  first  come  first 
serve  basis.  Call  273-1166. 
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SUNDAY 

Seven  Great  Shorts;  Opening  Gala  for  One 
Hundred  Years  of  One  Acts.  Easlenders  Reper- 
tory Company's  presentation  of  plays  by 
America's  most  influential  20th  century  play- 
wnghts.  Trifles  by  Susan  Glaspell;  Waiting  for 
Lefty  by  Clifford  Odets;  Talk  to  me  Like  the  Rain 
and  Let  Me  Listen...  by  Tennessee  Williams; 
Hughie  by  Eugene  O’Neil;  Dutchman  by  Amiri 
Baraka;  Cowboy  Mouth  by  Sam  Shepard  and 
Patti  Smith,  and  Ambivalence  by  Tony  Kushner. 
Through  November  7.  A Traveling  Jewish  The- 
atre, 470  Florida  St.  (at  Project  Artaud),  7pm. 
$15,  Student  & senior  discounts,  group  rates 
available.  Call  (510)  482-5054  for  show  times. 
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TUESDAY 


Doing  Time:  25  Years  of  Prison  Writing.  For 
the  last  quarter  century  the  prestigious  writer’s 
organization  PEN  has  sponsored  a contest  for 
writers  behind  bars.  Bell  Chevigny,  a writer  and 
former  prison  teacher,  has  selected  the  best  of 
these  to  create  Doing  Time  -a  powerful  collec- 
tion of  work  from  voices  otherwise  sentenced  to 
silence.  Chevigny  and  contributors  Robert  Kelsey 
and  Judee  Norton  will  be  reading.  Modem  Times. 
888  Valencia  St.  @20th  St.,  7:30,  free  Call  282- 
9246  or  go  online  at  vww.mtbs  com. 
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WEIDNCSDAY 

Violin  & Vocal  Chords;  San  Francisco  Perfor- 
mances presents  Concert  with  Conversation  fea- 
turing jazz  violinist  Regina  Carter  in  an  informal, 
educational  demonstration  and  discussion.  Com- 
munity Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.  (between 
20th  & 21st),  5:30pm.  free.  Call  647-6015. 
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THURSDAY 

Da  City:  Thursday  Evenings  at  6 presents  /m- 
perial  San  Francisco:  Urban  Power.  Earthly  Ruin. 
Author/historical  geographer  Gray  Brechin  dis- 
cusses his  broad  history  of  greed  and  ambition. 
This  urban  biography  uncovers  the  true  costs  of 
building  an  imperial  city.  While  prominent  fami- 
lies and  other  power  elite  gave  a great  deal  to 
the  City,  they  also  exacted  a far-reaching  envi- 
ronmental toll  on  the  Pacific  Basin,  Complimen- 
tary refreshments  served.  Mechanics  Institute. 
57  Post  Street.  6pm,  $5.  Online  at 
www.milibrarv.org.  or  call  to  confirm  393-01 1 4. 


Danish  Redo:  Preview  performance  of  Random 
Acts  Theatre  Company  modern  version  of 
Shakespeare's  Hamlet.  John  Wilk  directs  eleven 
rx>n-blondes  mouthing  Danish  rolls,  bending  gen- 
ders. and  switching  parts  as  needed,  with 
soundscape  created  by  composer  Ken  Kearney. 
Through  November  14.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  @ 23rd  St..  8pm,  $12  pre- 
view price,  $10  for  groups  of  10  or  more  with 
reservations.  Call  337-8963, 


Feeling  Beat?:  The  4th  Annual  Day  of  Protest 
to  Stop  Police  Bnjtality  and  the  Criminalization 
of  a Generation  will  begin  a march  from  24th 
and  Mission  at  2pm,  culminating  in  a rally  at 
City  Hall  at  4pm.  Other  events  were  still  in  the 
planning  stages  at  press  time.  Call  415-864- 
5153  (office)  or  (510)  464-4563  (voicemail)  or 
email  oct22sf@energy-net  org  Dress  code: 
black. 

Custer's  Latest  Stand:  CD  release  for  Beth 
Custer’s  In  the  Broken  Fields  Where  I Lie. 
Custer,  best  known  for  her  work  vflth  Club  Foot 
Orchestra,  releases  her  second  solo  CD.  Sup- 
port the  arts  and  listen  to  music  from  Vinculum 
Symphony  and  Eighty  Mile  Beach  at  Bruno’s. 
2989  Mission  @ 20th  St.  Two  sets  at  9:30pm 
and  11:30pm,  $5.  Kenny  Brooks  Trio  will  play  in 
the  lounge.  Call  550-7455. 
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SATURDAY 

Rhythm  of  Fine  Art:  Reception  from  4-5pm. 
Purify  your  eyes  with  the  intensely  beautiful  and 
spiritual  paintings  and  pnnls  of  Ronnie  Goodman, 
on  exhibit  at  Javalencia  through  December.  In- 
spired by  musical  prophets  such  as  Bob  Marley. 
Jimi  Hendrix,  and  Billie  Holiday,  and  Old  World 
Master  Artists  like  Michelangelo  n'  Raphael, 
Goodman  incorporates  the  essence  of  his 
Afircan  roots  into  his  art,  Javalencia  Cafe,  920 
Valencia  St.  (btwn  20th  & 21st).  Call  550-0444, 

^4 

SUNDAY 

To  Be  Then  & Now:  Opening  matinee  and  de- 
but of  Random  Acts  Theatre  Company  modern- 
ized performance  of  Shakespeare's  Hamlet 
John  Wilk  directs  eleven  non-blondes  mouthing 
Danish  rolls,  bending  genders,  and  switching 
parts  as  needed.  Through  November  14.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St,  @ 23rd  St., 
4pm.  $15;  $12  students,  seniors,  TBA  mem- 
bers, $10  for  groups  of  10  or  more  (reserva- 
tions required).  Call  337-8963. 

Happy  Calacas:  Celebration  and  book  signing 
of  Laughing  Skeletons,  with  artist  and  illustrator 
Yolanda  Garfias  Woo.  Encantada  Gallery  of  Fine 
Art.  904  Valencia  St.  (between  20th  & 21st)  2- 
4pm.  Call  642-3939, 


WCDNCSDAY 

Music  that  Moves:  Sister  Hermes  Dance  Ma- 
chine: a benefit  for  Blue  2000,  A cabaret  setting 
to  view,  listen  and  dance  to  incredible  music 
while  you  support  the  realization  and  production 
of  Blue  2000.  Featuring  Albert  Mathias'  solo  with 
the  improv-based  trio  The  Dance  Machine. 
Uvehuman.  Andrew  Kushktn  on  bass  and  DJ 
Quest  on  turntables,  ODC  Theater,  3153  17th 
St.  @ Shotwell,  8pm,  $10-15,  Call  863-9834 
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THURSDAY 

Immune  System  Tune  Up:  Learn  some  herbal 
and  nutritional  ways  to  beef  up  the  old  immune 
system  and  avoid  the  seasonal  drippy  blues. 
Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center  455  Valencia  St,, 
7pm,  free.  Call  861-4964, 

Eco-Action:  Intersection  Directions  presents 
opening  of  Up  a Tree,  a theatrical  installation 
inspired  by  activists  Julia  Butterfly  and  David 
Chain,  Directed  by  Dan  Chumley  in  cooperation 
with  the  Monkey  Thump  Puppet  Collective.  Up 
a Tree  captures  the  current  environmental  situ- 
ation and  compels  the  audience  to  connect  with 
those  who  feet  called  to  change  it  -no  matter 
what.  Show  runs  through  November  21.  Inter- 
section for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St.  (between 
15th  & 16th),  8pm.  $9-14  Pay-what-you-can  per- 
formances every  Thursday,  Call  626-331 1 . 


FRIDAY 

March  of  the  Evicted:  Tired  of  the  same  old 
politicians  and  the  same  old  evictions?  Gather 
at  16th  and  Mission  at  4:30  for  a march  on  city 
hall,  if  you've  been  recently  evicted,  are  about 
to  be  evicted  -or  know  somebody  in  those  cir- 
cumstance. Get  together  at  7:30  for  Rhyme  and 
Resist,  a positive  Hip  Hop  event  at  Cellspace, 
2050  Bryant.  Call  436-9707  or  431  -0931 . 

Let  Them  Eat  Empanadas:  Learn  the  art  of 
baking  traditional  empanadas  for  your  Dia  de 
los  Muertos  home  altar  and  family.  Encantada 
Gallery  of  Fine  Art.  904  Valencia  St.  (between 
20th  & 21st)  2-4pm,  registration  required.  Call 
642-3939. 
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Opera  Highlight:  The  Ina  Chalis  Opera  En- 
semble presents  a performance  of  Die 
Fledermaus  (De  revenge  of  the  bat)  by  Johann 
Strauss,  The  clever  and  charming  opera  guar- 
anteed to  keep  you  at  the  edge  of  your  seat 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St . 4pm. 
$10  general  $5  Students,  seniors,  children  Call 
647-^15  or  go  online  at  www  sfmusic.org. 

Safe  Hex:  ITie  Jamestown  Community  Center 
and  the  Fair  Oaks  Neighbors  invite  all  neighbor- 
hood youth  to  trick  or  treat  on  Fair  Oaks  (be- 
tween Guerrero  & Dolores)  on  Halloween,  Candy 
will  be  abundant,  carved  pumpkins  and  scary 
monsters  will  lurk  on  neighbors  porches,  and 
Holy  Innocents  church  will  be  transformed  into 
a haunted  house.  Fair  Oaks  will  be  blocked  off 
from  5:30  to  8:30pm.  For  more  information  call 
647-4709. 


on..* 


SATURDAY 

Trick  orTranny?:  Rnal  night  of  Trannyfest  Film 
Festival.  Five  programs:  12pm,  2:15pm,  5pm, 
7:30pm.  and  10:30pm.  7:30  show  includes 
Millinium  Costume  Contest  with  special  tranny 
prizes,  and  hosted  by  a celebrity  favorite.  Come 
dressed  as  your  favorite  classic  Halloween  char- 
acter. Mayor  Willie  Brown  will  be  present.  Roxie 
Qnema.  3117 16th  St..  $5-7.50  Call  820-3245 

Freaky  Flicks:  Other  Cinema  presents  Haunted 
House  with  Mistress  Kerry  Laitala.  The  evil  witch- 
filmmaker  herself  hosts  this  gruesome  evening 
of  new  personal  films  and  a psychotronic  clas- 
sic. Premiere  screening  of  Awake  but  Dream- 
ing. Grimm  Entertainment.  The  Josephine 
Project.  Adventure  Parade.  Conquered,  and 
Tidal  Wave.  Also  see  some  earlier  pieces,  then, 
after  apple-bobbing  and  the  ritual  ingestion  of 
blood-red  drinks  -George  Blair's  The  Hypnotic 
Eye!!!  Doors  open  at  8pm  for  the  black  cat 
pihata,  A.T.A.  Gallery,  992  Valencia  St,,  $5  Call 
648-0654. 


ONGOING 
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SUNDAY 

Celebration  Klatch:  Artist  discussion  presented 
by  Noche  Encantada  m///en/u/WAfemory  collabo- 
rators Anita  de  Lucio  Block  and  Michael  Guillen 
Encantada  Gallery  of  Fine  Art.  90  Valencia  St. 
(between  20th  8 21st)  2-4pm.  Call  642-3939 


‘‘Who  am  I and  what  am  I doing  here?”:  Per- 
sonal Identity  in  the  workplace  City  College  of 
San  Francisco.  Health  Science  Department,  of- 
fers a tuition  free,  six-week  class  that  explores 
job  burnout,  workaholism,  success  and  failure, 
procrastination,  and  other  work  related  anxieties 
Starts  Monday.  November  1.  6:30pm  Everett 
Middle  School.  450  Church  St.  Call  585-5212 

Exhibitions:  You  Were  Busy  Working  While  I 
Was  Busy  Sleeping  solo  show  by  artist  Euan 
Macdonald.  Through  October  16.  gallery  hours. 
Wednesday  -Friday  3-7pm.  and  Saturday  12- 
7pm.  ( f our  w alls  Gallery.  69A  Duboce  Ave 
Also  The  Flexible  Density  of  Time,  group  show 
Through  October  16,  gallery  hours  Thursday- 
Fnday  3-7pm,  and  Saturday  12-7pm  { four  walls 
projects.  3160a  16th  St.  Call  626-8515.  or  go 
online  at  www.fourwallsoallery  com 

THURSDAYS 

Free  Tenant's  Rights  Counseling  - Don’t  roll 
over  when  comes  down  to  a landlord’s  pursuit 
of  profit  versus  your  nght  to  keep  on  living  in  da’ 
hood.  6-8pm  at  Cafe  La  Boheme,  24th  & Mis- 
sion. For  more  info,  call  398-6200 
Open  Mural  Studio:  7,30-IOpm  at  Precila  Eyes 
Mural  Arts  & Visitors  Center.  2981  24th  St  (at 
Harnson).  Adults  can  participate  on  murals  in- 
side the  center,  or  work  on  the  Mission  Side- 
walk Mosaic  Mural  Project,  a permanent  mosaic 
and  painted  tile  mural  designed  for  the  24th/ 
Mission  bus  stops.  Matenals  fee  $5.  drop-ins 
OK.  Call  285-2287 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food” 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621  >4358 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 
904  Valencia  Street  @ 20th 

Open  Tues.-Sun.  12-6pm,  Fh.-Sat  12-8pm 

(415)  642-3939 

"Noche  Encantada  milleniuMMemories" 
D/a  de  los  Muertos  Exhibition 
& Second  Anniversary  Celebration 

Calendar  of  Events  for  Oct.  19th  - Nov.  5th 
School  and  Adult  tours  available  Mon-Fri.  Call  to  schedule. 


Sal.  Oct.  24,  2-4pm:  Booksigning  for  “Laughing  Skeletons,” 
illustrated  by  artist  Yolanda  Garfias  Woo 

Fri.  Oct.  29:  Learn  the  art  of  baking  traditional  empanadas  for 
your  Di'a  de  los  Muertos  home  altars  and  family.  Call  to  register 
Sun.  Oct.  31,  2-4pm:  Artist  Talk  - “Noche  Encantada 
milleniuMMemory”  presented  by  exhibiting  artists,  Anita  de 
Lucio  Block  and  Michael  Guillen 


Noche  Encantada  milleniuMMemories 
Dia  de  los  Muertos  Exhibition 
& 2nd  Anniversary  Celebration 
Exhibition  of  ofrendas,  paintings,  cajas  y 
fotografias.  Encantada  \will  carry  specialty 
items  for  altars:  sugar  skulls,  papel  picado, 
rattles,  masks,  marigold  garlands, 
skeletons,  T-shirts,  books  & prints. 

Participating  Artists:  Tony  de  Carlo, 


Tiles.  Nov.  2,  4-6pm:  “Noche  Encantada  milleniuMMemory’ 
celebration  and  Encantada*s  second  anniversary  soiree 
Exhibition  closes  Nov.  7 


Jos4  Rami'rez,  Jo$4  Ram6n  Lerma, 
Anita  de  Lucio  Block,  Juanita  Contreras, 
Terese  Bravo,  Mary  Jane  Solis,  Ann 
Murdy,  Jos  Sancs,  Michael  Guillen 
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Tech  N® L®GY 
Center 

Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadshee-ts, 
Internet,  Windows  95/98 

Now  Ojfering:  , . . ^ . 

Introduction  to  Computers  and 
the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 

Free  computer  access  during 
drop'in  hours 


Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 


Call  for  details! 

Computer  Training:  487-7830 
Other  Services:  487-3240 


Also  available  at  Arriba  juntos: 
Employment  Services 


uRIBii  uNTOL 


job  Information  Center 

The  Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
, Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Services 


1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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Join  us  for  a 
Special 
Halloween  Show 
Sunday  October  3lst 
7pm 

Lots  of  surprises 


Mondays 

Mitzy 

Tuesditvs 
Marisfla  & Guest 

Wednesdays 

Taina 

Thursdays 
Las  Fantasticas 

Fridays 

Hot  Go  Go  Dancers 


Saturdays 

Mariselas  Los  Vegas  Show 

Sundays 

Uva  Luna  7pm 

Las  Fantasticas  11pm 


3079  SDCTEEhfTH  S7T1EET 

BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
861-5757 
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Goodwill  Shoplifting 

Stealing  from  charities  is  not  nice  but  it’s  happening 


By  BIrusk  Tugan 

A man  in  a black  T-shirt  passed  the 
“Mission  Loan”  pawnshop.  He 
skipped  the  Christian  Science 
Reading  Room,  where  “Everyone  is 
Welcome,”  and  walked  into  a store. 
Surveying  the  cashier  aid  seven  other 
employees,  the  man  inched  toward  his  tar- 
get; a brown  striped  suit.  He  took  it  to  the 
dressing  room,  where  “Only  Three  Items 
at  a Time”  are  allowed.  When  he  walked 
out,  he  headed  toward  the  door,  the  jacket 
on  and  the  pants  draped  over  his  right  arm. 
“It’s  mine,”  he  protested  when  the  assis- 
tant manager  asked  if  he'd  paid  for  the 
suit.  The  woman  pointed  to  the  price  tag 
hanging  from  the  arm  of  jacket.  He  pan- 
icked and  ran  out  the  door,  down  Mission 
Street  and  under  the  sign  “No  Money  No 
Honey  Co.  Tools  & Hardware."  Later,  the 
clerk  found  the  $21.99  suit  on  the  street. 

“Shoplifting  happens  everyday,”  said 
the  cashier,  Maria  Zarate,  putting  the  suit 
back  on  the  rack.  It  does  indeed.  One  out 
of  every  II  Americans  shoplifts,  and 
retailers  lose  about  $25  million  a day  to 
shoplifting,  according  to  Shoplifters 
Anonymous,  Inc.,  a national  nonprofit 
organization  based  in  Jericho,  NY.  This  is, 
however,  not  a department  store  with  a 
state  of  the  art  security  system,  anti-theft 
tags,  or  even  security  guards.  It  is  one  of 
1,700  Goodwill  stores  throughout  the 
United  Stales  and  Canada  with  second- 
hand goods  that  smell  old  but  sell  cheap. 

“We’re  easy  pickings,”  said  the  man- 
ager of  one  Goodwill  store  in  the  Mission 
District,  “Some  people  steal  from  charity. 
They  figure  you  got  it  for  free,  so  why 

should  I pay  for  it?”  They  are,  he  said, 
unaware  of  Goodwill's  mission  to  train 
and  employ  the  disabled  and  disadvan- 
taged. 

Every  time  goods  go  out  the  door  for 
free,  that  mission  is  hurt,  according  to 
Amma  Hawks,  the  director  of  develop- 
ment at  Goodwill  San  Francisco,  San 
Mateo  and  Mann  Counties  Headquarters 
on  South  Van  Ness  and  Mission.  “We  are 
selling  donations,  and  perhaps  that's  why 
people  tend  to  think  that  we  didn't  have  to 
pay  for  it.  But  we  do  have  to  pay  for  it  in 
the  long  run  because  it  literally  slows  how 
many  people  we  can  train  in  a year  when 
we  lose  those  sales  ” 


This  Goodwill  store  at  19th  and  Mission 
has  had  its  share  of  shoplifters. 


County  Area,  and  three  in  the  Mission 
District  according  to  Goodwill  literature. 

“Unfortunately,  theft  from  our  retail 
stores  is  very  high,”  said  Hawks,  “As  a 
retailer,  there  is  going  to  be  a certain 
amount  of  iL  But  this  has  been  some  of  the 
highest  we  have  seen  in  our  system.” 

Exact  estimates  are  difificult  to  come 
by  because  if  an  item  is  stolen,  explained 
Hawks;  they  caimot  return  to  the  shelf  to 
check  the  price.  Nevertheless,  Goodwill 
makes  rough  estimates,  and  the  recently 
opened  store  in  the  outer  Mission  is  the 
first  on  the  list. 

“We  have  an  incredible  amount  of 
theft  from  that  store,”  said  Amma  Hawks, 
adding  that  some  18  to  30  percent  of  the 
merchandise  that  leaves  that  store  has  not 
been  paid  for.  She  estimated  that  since  the 
opening  of  the  store  on  Mission  and  Ocean 
avenues  in  April,  it  has  lost  between 
$4,000  to  $5,000,  the  price  of  training  two 
to  three  people. 

“We  catch  a small  percentage  of  them, 
maybe  10  percent  of  the  number  that  real- 
ly happen,”  said  Ed  Shultz,  the  manager  of 
the  Goodwill  Store  on  19th  and  Mission 
streets,  one  of  more  than  a dozen  thrift 
shops  in  that  area.  While  Shultz,  Spanish- 
English  dictionary  in  hand,  surveyed  his 
store  in  the  heart  of  the  Mission  on  a recent 
Thursday,  his  assistant,  Farrah  Holliday, 
gave  the  worst  news  from  the  previous 
day  's  report:  “Yesterday  we  lost  a VCR.” 


The  help  provided  to  some  321,000 
people  worldwide  in  1998  is  funded  pri- 
marily with  some  $860  million  revenue 
from  retail  stores.  17  of  them  in  the  Tri- 


3 3422  25th  street  (off  Mission) 

Z 415*920*6964 


www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


Everything,  from  jeans  to 
microwaves,  is  stolen.  Books,  however, 
rarely  get  touched,  according  to  Holliday. 
Maybe  that's  the  probleia  said  Minerva 
Perkins,  the  regional  manager  of  nine  San 
Francisco  Goodwill  stores,  “A  lot  of  our 
clientele  does  not  read,  they  are  unable  to 
read.  If  they  read,  they  will  know  what  we 
are  about,  what  our  mission  is.  We  are  here 
for  people.” 

Shoplifters  are  particularly  bold  in  the 
new  Mission  District  store.  “Sometimes  it 
is  very  obvious  from  someone  picking  up 
a bunch  of  stuff  and  running  out  of  the 
store;  Just  like  that,”  said  Hawks,  “We  ask 
our  employees  to  be  alert,  because  we 
don't  have  security  guards.  But  we  tiy  not 
to  encourage  people  to  put  themselves  in 
harm's  way.  We  haven’t  hired  someone 
who  is  willing  to  go  in  there  and  take  a 
bullet.”  Added  Holliday;  Fora  $3.99  shirt, 
it  is  not  worth  it  to  be  stabbed. 

Down  the  street  at  Thrift  Town,  even 
security  guards  have  not  been  able  to  stop 
shoplifting.  “Over  100  shoplifting  inci- 
dents happen  a week,”  said  Debra  Miller, 
the  manager  of  Thrift  Town.  “We  still  can- 
not stop  the  beast.” 
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Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Sale  on  Liters  of  Shampoo 
& Conditioners  until 
Sept  1 1 (4  selected  Items  only) 

Cuts^  Styling  * Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment  Open  7 Days  a Week 
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Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  di  Men 


1166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  81 1 •9410 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


16th  ^ 


never  really  tried  Mexican 
Food  untill  you've  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  NO.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 
BEST  MARGARITAS 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 
546  VALENCIA  255-8201 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount! ! 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to; 

Andora$F@aol.com 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  bult  in  is75, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one' of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  gallenes.  murals, 
bookstores/cafes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 


Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  SelecUonl 

• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
• Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH 
DELUXE  ROOMS  £x  SUriES 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

•S69TO  J99 
•J99TOSJ99 

(Add  14%  hotel  lax) 

* Discounted  Rates  Foa  Extended  Stays 

AO  TUM  IK  pcf  m|h>  upen  i««lkbihr|ru>dttt)e(t(«  thvafciinihou)  ncHKt 


The  Andora  too  it  located  oo  a 
maio  traosii  and  B.A.R.T.  line. 


"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30  - 10:30  pm  Fri.  - Sat.  5:30  - 10  Pm  Sun  - Th  UR 
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Share  the  Joy  of  Discovery 


The  California  Academy  of  Sciences 

invites  you  to  become  an  Academy  Docent 


Sign  up  now  for  the  next  training  class: 


The  Diversity  of  Life 

A Foundation  Course  for  Docents 

• will  examine  what  is  meant  by  biodiwersity,  why  it  is 
important,  why  it  is  threatened,  and  what  is  being 
done  to  conserve  it 

• will  prepare  docents  to  give  guided  tours  throughout 
the  California  Academy  of  Sciences,  interpreting  the 
displays  from  the  viewpoint  of  biodiversity  and  the 
Academy's  mission 


October  18th  through  January  10th 


Classes  meet  on  Mondays  at 
the  California  Academy 
of  Sciences 
in  Golden  Gate  Park 

for  information  or  an 

application:  (415)  750-7154 


CALIFORNIA 


ACADEMY 

Of 

SCIENCES 


GOLDEN  GATE  PARK 


Letters  te 
the  Editer 


RlgMupmyalley 

Editor, 

Just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  I was 
really  taken  aback  by  the  photo  David 
Glass  took  from  the  alley  I spent  the  first 
15  years  of  my  life  August).  I am  a 
native  San  Franciscan,  bom  and  raised  in 
the  Mission,  on  Woodward  Street 

I am  currently  the  president  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission  and 
could  not  help  to  think  that  only  in  this 
wonderful  city  of  ours  could  two  kids  from 
an  alley  grow  up  to  be  commissioners. 
Commissioner  Rosabella  Safont  grew  up 
there  at  the  same  time.  We  both  have  a 
tremendous  love  for  the  Mission  and  this 
great  city  of  ours. 

I also  wanted  you  to  know  that  I 
believe  that  during  the  last  few  years  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  has  real- 
ly  shined  where  the  Mission  is  concerned. 
The  soccer  field  is  the  only  thing  I really 
feel  terrible  about.  The  Department  has 
many  other  efforts  that  have  gone  unno- 
ticed. 

Jim  Salinas  Sr. 


Satan’s  Disciple 

Editor. 

As  the  proud  and  deserving  owner  of 
an  SUV.  I would  like  to  congratulate  the 
‘"Silicon  Satan”  for  finally  voicing  our 
oppression.  At  the  end  of  a jammed  com- 
mute from  Sunnyvale  to  my  loft  near 
Circadia,  the  last  thing  I want  to  do  is 
search  in  vain  for  a parking  space  for  one 
of  my  cars.  Since  there  is  only  one  bike 
lane  near  my  loft,  and  it’s  completely  full 
of  cars  by  the  time  1 get  there,  I choose  to 
share  the  sidewalk. 

The  DPT  doesn't’  ticket  me  unless 
some  idiot  calls  to  complaia  Even  old 
ladies  and  children  can  figure  out  how  to 
detour  into  the  street  in  order  to  get  around 
my  car.  It’s  not  as  if  I was  blocking  the 
whole  street,  just  the  wasteful  sidewalk 
that  no  one  ever  uses.  Sidewalks,  as  we 
know,  are  public  space;  thus  the  best  use  of 
them  is  to  conveniently  store  our  personal 
belongings. 

The  few  tickets  I do  get  are  only  $35 
each  -much  less  than  I would  pay  for  a 
garage  space  or  even  a tank  of  gas.  Still, 
it’s  grossly  unfair  that  I get  the  additional 
tax  of  parking  tickets  just  because  of  some 
whiner  who  is  afraid  of  getting  run  over  by 
-a  truck  if  he  or  she  has  to  walk  in  the  street 
for  a few  seconds.  This  is  especially  true 
considering  how  much  safer  residents  such 
as  myself  are  making  the  neighborhood  by 
revitalizing  it. 

We  should  turn  all  sidewalks  into 
parking  lots  at  night.  That  way  more  peo- 
ple can  drive  to  destination  restaurants 
such  as  Three  Ring  and  the  Beauty  Bar.  As 
for  the  pedestrian  complainers  who  must 
detour  a few  feet  into  the  street,  they  clear- 
ly do  not  appreciate  the  benefits  that  hard- 
working people  such  as  myself  bring  to  the 
neighborhood.  If  they  spend  more  time 
driving  to  an  important  creative  job  in 
Silicon  Valley,  they  too  might  realize  that 
they  deserve  an  SUV  arKl  would  stop  tag- 
ging my  live/work  loft. 

Leganza  Daiwoo 


PraiM  lor  Ben  Domininez 

Editor, 

In  your  Sep/99  issue,  you  ran  a great 
piece  about  Ben  Dominguez,  the  artist  and 
native  Mission/San  Franciscan.  Being  very 
close  to  him  (he\  been  like  a father  to  me 
since  1 was  eleven).  I wanted  to  express 
my  thanks  to  you  both,  and  especially 

Mario  Joel,  for  capturing  tl^  essence  of  his 
art  so  well. 

One  point  though  that  Ben  (modestly) 
would  never  mention  himself  is  that  in  the 
last  40  or  so  years  that  he’s  been  painting, 
Ben  has  sold  many  huixlreds  -probably  in 
the  thousands  by  now  -of  paintings  that 
are  literally  hanging  all  over  the  world, 
especially  in  Europe.  I understand  that 
Suzarme  Salinger,  daughter  of  former 
White  House  Press  Secretary  (to  JFK), 
Pierre  Salinger,  owns  one  in  Reston, 
Virginia. 

There's  something  so  completely 
authentic  about  the  way  he  c^tures  color 
and  irmocence  in  a whole  other  world,  a 
world  that  exists  somewhere  between 
“reality'  and  childhood.  After  a distin- 
guished career  at  PG&E.  he  had  been  able 
to  pursue  his  love  of  art  full-time.  Since 
he’s  been  retired,  I think  maybe  the  pursuit 
of  that  oil-on-canvass  fantasy  world  has 
come  full  circle  for  him  as  more  and  more 
people  are  understanding  what  his  work  is 
really  about.  People  who  used  to  dismiss 
his  work  as  childish  are  now  doing  a teal 
double-take,  which  is  gratifying  to  those  of 
us  who  “got  it”  a long  time  ago.  His  per- 
sistence of  vision  is  finally  imderstood. 

Maybe  the  work  that  best  captures  his 
free-spirited  thinking  is  one  of  his  first 
paintings,  somewhat  unrefined  artistically, 
of  a cowboy  on  a horse,  in  what  looks  like 
a ten-by-ten  foot  coral,  entitled:  Don't 
Fence  Me  in.  That’s  Bea  But  I also  want- 
ed to  say,  in  a very  public  way.  thank  you 
to  the  person  who  taught  me  how  to  see 
past  conformity,  and  to  notice  for  myself 
that  the  sky  can  be  any  color  at  all. 

Don  Lindsay 


Tlia  Unfair  Market 

Editor, 

I liked  your  story  about  Lola  McKay 
(NMN  September)  and  I am  in  sympatlty 
with  your  motives  in  calling  attention  to 
her  plight  but  in  the  interest  of  fair  play 
please  don’t  chide  one  side  for  its  “sub- 
sidy” and  fail  to  mention  the  monumental 
subsidy  received  by  the  other. 

The  article  says  that  John  Hickey  has 
the  advantage  of  a subsidy  by  the  taxp^- 
ers  because  he  is  getting  a free  court- 
appointed  attorney.  Fair  enough,  but  sure- 
ly the  potential  eviction  victim  Lola 
McKay  is  getting  a substantial  subsidy, 
too,  if  it  is  tme,  as  your  story  says,  that  she 
has  been  paying  only  $80  a month  rent  for 
decades. 

I have  a tenant  paying  only  $800  in  a 
unit  for  which  the  market  rale  is  $2,200  or 
more.  He  drives  a new  luxury  car  and  fre- 
quently tours  foreign  resort  areas.  More 
power  to  him,  I suppose,  but  is  that  what 
rent  control  is  supposed  to  do?  Landlords 
pay  “market  rate”  for  everything,  includ- 
ing the  larKl,  the  building,  the  utilities, 
labor,  materials  and  taxes,  but  can’t  charge 
market  rates  in  turn.  Is  that  fair? 

I have  to  p^  5%  guaranteed  interest 
on  a tenant’s  deposit,  but  where  can  1 go  to 
get  a guaranteed  5%  return  on  this  deposit? 
My  bank  pays  1%,  guaranteed;  CD’s  can 
get  closer  to  the  5%  but  that  rate  of  return 
is  not  guaranteed,  nor  is  the  principal  itself 
guaranteed.  Where’s  the  fairness  in  that? 

The  experience  in  China  and  Russia 
has  shown  us  that  messing  with  a market 
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economy  spells  trouble.  Some  programs 
start  out  with  noble  intentions  but  once 
they  veer  from  market  principles  they  can 
go  haywire.  Farm  supports  are  just  one 
example  in  our  own  country,  but  of  course 
the  real  lessons  are  from  the  economies  of 
Russia,  pre-market  reform  China,  North 
Korea,  Cuba  and  all  the  Eastern  European 
countries  before  the  fall  of  conunand  eco- 
rwmics.* 

Don  Gibbs 


Tlie  Niiia.  the  Pinia  and  the  SUV 

Editor, 

I enjoyed  Taigi  Smith’s  “Generation 
Gentrification” 

Her  article  was  the  first,  to  my  knowl- 
edge. to  allude  to  the  fact  that  “gentrifica- 
tion”  goes  back,  so  to  speak,  to  1492. 

Mondo  Jud  Hart 

Ten-year  Mission  resident  and  former 
tenant  @ Bryant  Square 


On  a recent  trip  back  to  the  ‘hood 
Taigi  Smith  found  the  place  even  less  user 
friendly,  as  you  can  see  by  the  following 
letter.  - Editor 


The  Hreman,  the  Policemen  and 
Ihe  Izusu 

Editor, 

My  rented  1999  Isuzu  Trooper  was  hit 
by  a fire  truck.  It  was  parked  about  a hun- 
dred feet  from  the  fire  department  when 
one  of  the  trucks  backed  into  it,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  19ih  and  Shotwell.  I wouldn’t  have 
been  so  upset  had  the  fireman  who  hit  my 
PARKED  car  not  been  laughing  like  a 
damned  hyena  when  I came  out  to  survey 
the  damage.  Not  only  was  he  laughing 
incessantly,  but  when  the  police  showed 
up  he  tried  to  turn  the  tables  on  me  by  say- 
ing to  the  police  officer  “I  bet  she  doesn’t 
even  have  a license,”  and  downplayed  the 
accident  because  the  car  was  a rental. 

Needless  to  s^,  I became  irate!  Then 
I received  a $25  ticket  for  parking  partial- 
ly in  a red  zone.  The  police  officer,  in  the 
spirit  of  civil  service  hospitality,  smugly 
asked  if  I’d  like  the  ticket  given  to  me  by 
hand  or  placed  on  my  windshield.  I took 
the  ticket  by  hand 

The  scenario  is  clear  here.  A fire  truck 
hits  my  parked  car,  then  its  driver  stands 
about  20  feet  away  laughing  at  the  dam- 
age. But  it  gets  worse.  I’m  denied  a police 
report  and  told  to  order  it  by  phone.  I’m 
also  informed  that  it  costs  $10.  The  officer 
who  gave  me  the  ticket  snidely  offers  to 
give  me  the  $10  needed  for  the  police 
report  when  he  hears  me  balking  at  having 
to  pay  for  it  Then  he  explains  that  I was 
not  involved  in  an  “accident,”  but  was 
simply  the  victim  of  a collision,  so, 
because  I wasn’t  involved,  there’s  no  need 
for  me  to  bd  given  a police  report. 
Whatever! 

This  is  where  the  plot  thickens.  The 
police  officer  investigating  the  accident 
doesn’t  have  a camera  to  take  pics  of  my 
damaged  car,  so  he  calls  for  another  car 
that  is  camera  equipped.  I couldn’t  believe 
my  eyes  when  a police  car  with  three  offi- 
cers drives  up.  These  are  the  men  that  are 
paid  with  your  tax  dollars  to  protect  and 
serve.  There  are  two  in  the  front  seat  and 
one  in  the  back.  The  lead  officer  in  Uk 
front  passenger  seat  is  kicked  back,  smok- 
ing a cigar,  with  his  seat  reclined,  drinking 
a Dr.  Pepper  and  talking  on  the  cell  phone! 
He's  wearing  sunglasses  and  looks  like  l« 
just  stepped  off  a Hollywood  movie  set. 


His  buddy  is  in  the  back  seat  chllin’ 
on  his  cell  phone.  looking  like  he’s  making 
plans  for  Saturday  night.  I am  so  appalled 
that  1 take  out  n^  Kodak  handi-cameia 
and  began  snapping  pictures,  all  the  while 
I’m  saying  aloud  “wail  till  Willie  Brown 
and  the  Fire  Marshal  see  this.  Is  this  how 
you  all  do  it  in  San  Francisco?”  I Snap  a 
few  pictures  from  the  front  of  the  car  and 
move  to  the  left  to  snap  a few  of  the  offi- 
cer in  back.  My  mother  is  freaking  out  and 
on  the  veige  of  tears  because  she’s  never 
seen  me  turn  into  the  Blair  Witch.  She’s 
terrified  that  I’m  about  to  be  arrested. 

It  is  then  that  Officer  Lee  steps  out  of 
the  car  in  full  SWAT  regalia.  He  has  a dis- 
tressed look  on  his  face  and  seems  pissed. 
His  gun  intimidates  me,  but  1 stay  strong. 
My  heart  beats  double  time  as  I envision 
myself  being  read  my  Miranda  rights.  I’m 
sure  that  this  will  be  (he  d^  I’ll  spend  my 
first  night  in  jail.  But  Officer  Lee  realizes 
something  I don’t  - this  is  an  election  year 
and  his  ass  is  on  the  line,  because  if  Willie 
Brown  gets  hold  of  the  pictures  of  him 
smoking  a cigar  and  drinking  Dr.  Pepper  in 
a city-owned  police  car  while  on  duty, 
things  could  get  dirty. 

He  realizes  that  these  pictures  are  just 
what  the  people  of  San  Francisco  need  to 
see  to  vote  Willie  Brown  out  of  office  and 
he’s  scared  shitless  of  the  political  ramifi- 
. cations.  So  instead  of  being  arrested,  I am 
charmed  by  Officer  Lee.  He  springs  into 
action  and  does  his  best  to  provide  me  with 
a police  report,  license  plate  numbers,  and 
important  insurance  information.  He  apol- 
ogizes profusely  and  says  he  understands 
my  situation.  He  plays  into  my  need  to  be 
a Damsel  in  Distress  and  sympathizes  with 
my  anger  In  the  end,  I find  myself  too 
smitten  with  Officer  Lee  to  release  the  pic- 
tures. I find  his  charm  intoxicating  and  for 
a second  wonder  why  I even  thought  of 
taking  those  pictures.  Doesn’t  this  city 
need  more  Officer  Lees? 

Then  I wonder  if  I’ve  been  tricked. 
Does  Officer  Lee  realize  he  used  his  mas- 
culine wiles  to  deaden  my  journalistic 
instincts  and  perhaps  even  make  it  so  that 
I will  not  share  this  story  with  everyone, 
but  instead  give  it  anecdote  status,  a story 
to  tell  to  family  and  friends  after  a few 
glasses  of  wine? 

The  pictures  sit  undeveloped,  in  the 
Kodak  Instamatic,  waiting,  like  me,  for  a 
new  home. 

Who  knew  that  a $14.99  camera  could 
wield  so  much  power? 

Taigi  Smith 
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which  of  these 

can  be  RECYCLED? 


ALL  of  the  above! 
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Program 


WHERE  TO  CO: 


R t C YC  1.  £ 
OSLO  OIL 


• Grand  Auto  Supply 
3146  Mission  St. 

• Union  76 

401  Potrero  Ave. 

• Kragen  Auto  Works 
2300  16th  St.,  #290 

• Chevron 

2399  Market  St. 

• Firestone 

1501  Mission  St. 

• Mark  Morris  Tires 
1401  Mission  St. 

• Quality  Tune  Up 

490  S.  Van  Ness  Ave. 

• San  Francisco  Honda 
10  S.  Van  Ness  Ave. 


RECHARGEABLE 
BATTERIES 

Any  Radio  Shack 
Cole  Hardware 
3312  Mission  St. 
Stanley’s  TV 
2862  Mission  St. 
Discount  Builders 
1695  Mission  St. 


• Rainbow  Grocery 
1745  Folsom  St. 


LATEX  PAINT 


• Cole  Hardware 
3312  Mission  St. 

• Lasts  Paints 
2141  Mission  St. 


• Jiffy  Lube 
300  - 7th  Ave. 


• Sanitary  Fill  Company 
501  Tunnel  Ave. 
(Thurs.-Sat.  8am-4pm) 


Visit  our  web  site  at;  www.sfhazwflste.org 
This  piofliom  is  sponsored  by  the  Son  Froncisco  Hozordous  Waste  Monogement  Program 
rriiough  a gront  from  the  Colifornio  Integroted  Waste  Monogement  Boord 


Ibarra  Brothers  Pki^tiimg 

TYPESKTTI\G  • DESIG\  i PRII\TiI\G 


Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos 
Letterheads  • Er^velopes 
• Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
.Stamps  • Busmess  Cards  • Presenlaliort  Folders 

1009  Valencia  (at  21st) 
h 826-6700  Fx  826-6701 


^ p Giant  Color 
^ Hbnfl  Banners  & 
Posters 

up  to  3ft  X 12ft 


This  heavy  duty  collection  proved  to  be  too  heavy. 


Packral  Hearty  HaNeu  Cydery 

If  you’ve  passed  by  the  Valencia 
Cycleiy  showroom  recently  you  might 
have  gotten  the  impression  that  they 
were  out  of  business.  But  not  so,  the  whole 
operation;  sales,  accessories  and  repairs 
are  now  run  out  of  the  repair  shop  a few 
doors  dowa  So  things  continue  as  usual 
although  in  more  cramped  surroundings. 
There's  been  a lot  of  rumors  about  the 
cause  of  the  emergency  that  ted  to  the  clo- 
sure of  the  showroom  but  none  of  them 
stranger  than  the  truth. 

Paul  Olszewski  owner  of  Valencia 
Cycle  and  the  building  at  1077  Valencia 
was  upstairs  where  there  are  six  residential 
units  when  he  noticed  cracks  in  the  plaster 
around  one  of  the  apartments.  Earlier  had 
he  noticed  a sag  in  the  acoustic  ceiling  of 
the  bike  shop  but  suspected  no  more  than  a 
loose  wire.  Now,  the  wall  cracks  around 
this  apartment  above  the  sagging  ceiling 
made  him  suspicious.  Applying  his  key  to 
the  door  he  found  it  would  only  partially 
open  since  the  small  studio  apartment  was 
stuffed  to  the  brim  with  all  manner  of 
garage  sale  t>  pe  items,  old  new  spapers  and 
boxes. 

Walking  around  was  nearly  impossi- 
ble, The  bathroom  was  filled  completely 
by  a solid  wall  of  toys,  tools,  and  unidenti- 
fiable objects.  More  alanning  was  the  fact 
the  floor  had  begun  to  sink;  28  supporting 
floor  jousts  were  found  to  be  broken  -some 
nearly  in  half  The  entire  building  was 
evacuated  on  August  5 and  will  not  be 
habitable  until  sometime  in  November. 

The  ultimate  packrat  tenant  eventual- 
ly showed  up  to  oversee  the  removal  of 
560  moving  boxes  and  an  unkiwwn  num- 
ber of  suitcases  and  trunks.  Olszewski  is 
left  with  a loss  of  $400,000,  some  but  not 
all  of  which  will  be  covered  by  insurance. 
Six  people  had  to  find  new  homes.  The 
packrat’s  possessions  went  to  several  Bay 
Area  locations. 


neighbors  about  drunks  and  dopers.  The 
injunctions  carry  a lot  of  punch  since  vio- 
lation of  any  the  conditions  puts  the  busi- 
ness owners  in  contempt  of  court,  a jail- 
able  offense.  Since  the  liquor  lobby  evis- 
cerated the  ABC  budget  at  the  state  level, 
public  nuisance  actions  by  the  City 
Attorney  have  been  the  biggest  stick  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods  have  had  to 
wield  against  businesses  that  become  a 
magnet  for  undesirable  activi^. 

The  injunctions  come  with  a daunting 
list  of  stipulations.  A list  of  do’s  and 
donTs.  the  owner  of  the  Slop  and  Shop 
must  follow  to  avoid  a contempt  citation 
include:  discouraging  loitering,  installa- 
tion of  improved  lighting  and  surveillance 
cameras,  hiring  a security  guard,  removal 
of  pay  phones,  maintaining  a phone  log 
detailing  all  calls  to  the  police,  restricting 
hours  of  business,  cleaning  up  all  trash 
within  25  feet  of  the  store,  and  removing 
all  graffiti  from  tlie  premises  within  120 
hours. 

Stop  and  Shop  is  also  prohibited  from 
selling  fortified  beers  and  wines,  liquor  in 
bottles  of  50ml  or  smaller,  plastic  baggies 
smaller  than  sandwich  size  and  ice  and/or 
cups  that  encourage  sidewalk  drinking.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  owners  must  p^ 
$7,200  in  court  costs  incurred  by  the  City 
Attorney.  'That’s  It  has  almost  identical 
restrictions  and  must  pay  $17,500  in  court 
costs.  Large  signs  will  be  posted  at  each 
business  listing  the  booze,  drug  and  thug- 
gery offenses  they  are  under  court  order 
not  to  promote. 

The  City  Attorney’s  office  and  the 
police,  who  will  monitor  conq)liance  with 
the  court  orders,  are  relying  on  local  resi- 
dents to  keep  on  eye  on  these  places  and 
report  any  violations  of  the  injunctions. 

Two  other  actions  by  Canera  are 
being  directed  against  Munir's  at  17th  and 
Mission  and  Fred's  at  200  Valencia. 
Hopefully,  one  of  the  stipulations  against 
Munir’s  will  be  to  get  rid  of  the  smell  that 
has  emanated  from  the  vicinity  of  that 
business  for  the  last  decade. 


Cly  lUtwicy  Cracks  DtmiM 
PraUMliflurSIsras 

City  Attorney  Karen  Canera  has 
secured  some  tough  injunctions 
against  two  Mission  Street  liquor 
stores.  That’s  It  at  23rd  and  Mission  and 
the  Stop  and  Shop  Market  at  26th  and 
Mission,  that  had  drawn  complaints  from 
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Martians  prefer  the  eSparrow  Car. 


Marsli  Celebrates  its  lOtb 

Starting  as  a Monday  night  perfor- 
mance series  at  the  Hotel  Utah  in 
1989,  The  Marsh  moved  to  its  1062 
Valencia  Street  locale  in  1992.  A single 
1 10-seat  theater  has  grown  to  include  three 
separate  stages  on  which  300  to  350  per- 
formances take  place  each  year.  It  has  been 
a very  active  decade:  The  Marsh’s  long 
running  Monday  night  work-in-progress 
series  has  nurtured  emerging  talent,  the 
Growing  Stage  has  been  a mainstay  for 
children's  theater  productions  and  work- 
shops and  the  Mock  cafe  has  been  an 
important  venue  for  comedy  and  story- 
telling. 

On  October  8-9,  The  Marsh  will  hold 
a two-day  10th  armiversary  celebration 
showing  off  some  it  best  stuff  On  Friday 
October  8,  things  get  started  with  a parade 
of  eSparrows  (electric  cars  and  motorcy- 


cles) and  zappys  (electric  scooters  and 
skateboards).  At  7pm  there  will  be  an  All 
Star  Gala  Benefit  begirming  with  a gener- 
ous sampling  from  Valencia  Streets 
gourmet  ghetto  eateries  such  as  Boogaloos 
and  Esperpento,  followed  by  performances 
by  Marsh  veterans  such  Josh  Kombluth 
and  Charley  Varon.  It’s  a little  pricey  at 
$100  a head  but  you  do  get  to  swill  cham- 
pagne and  waltz  with  cast  afterwards. 


On  Saturday  at  10am  you  can  trot  out 
your  favorite  act  or  stupid  human  trick  in 
front  of  a guest  panel  of  judges  in  an  audi- 
tion for  new  plays  and  performances. 
From  1 to  5 there  will  be  a theatrically  ori- 
ented carnival  with  puppets  and  games 
such  as  “Knock  the  little  man  off  his  chair” 

The  festivities  end  with  a more  afford- 
able All  Star  Performance  ($15-20)  at 
8:30.  Call  826-5750  for  more  informatioa 


21sl  Century  Stripper  Sinema 

The  21st  Century  Stripper  Sinema  is 
a multimedia  presentation  at  the 
Roxie  Cinema  on  October  1 featur- 
ing films,  live  performances,  and  a cyber- 
broadcast. The  event  is  a benefit  for  the 
Exotic  Dancers’  Union,  part  of  SEIU 
Loc^  790.  Recent  legal  victories  by  orga- 
nized sex  workers  include  a $2.85  million 
dollar  judgment  for  back  wages  against  the 
Mitchell  Brothers  and  a similar  $700,000 
payment  from  the  Bijou.  The  Sex  Worker 
Film  and  Video  Festival  held  in  May  have 
also  given  the  growing  sex  worker  labor 
orgartizing  drive  prominence. 

21st  Century  Stripper  Sinema  will 
feature  a series  of  short  films  with  vintage 
footage  of  burlesque  queens  such  as 
Tempest  Storm  arxl  videos  made  by  sex 
workers.  Live  “postmodern”  stripper  per- 
formances by  Decadence,  Miss  Mona, 
Superhero  and  others,  billed  as  an  interac- 
tive cyberstripshow,  it  will  broadcast  live 
over  the  Internet  at  wwwbayswan.org 
Smokin'  word  will  be  provided  by  Daisy 
Anarchy.  Show  times  are  7:30  and  10pm. 
Tickets  are  $10. 

niSoioni 

This  month  and  continuing  into 
November,  El  Teatro  de  la 
Esperanza  hosts  Tu  Solo  Tu,  A 
Festival  of  Latino  Solo  Performers,  featur- 
ing theatrical  works  never  before  seen  in 
the  Bay  Area.  This  is  a good  opportunity 
to  see  a lull  range  Chicano  and  Latino  the- 
atrical styles  and  moods. 

The  festival  kicks  off  on  October  15- 
16.  with  Chaos  Standing  a controversial 
multimedia  piece  by  Quique  Aviles. 
Aviles,  a Salvdoran  immigrant,  uses  poet- 


ry, music,  photographs  and  recorded 
images  to  tell  an  autobiographical  talc  of 
life  in  one  the  most  culturally  diverse  com- 
munities in  the  United  States,  the  Mount 
Pleasant  neighborhood  in  Washington, 
DC. 

On  October  20-22,  writer/performcr 
Ron  Conboy  presents  Drive  My  Cache,  a 
saga  rocking,  rolling  and  cruising  under 
the  sitadow  of  the  draft  and  the  Vietnam 
War.  This  hauniingly  lyrical  piece  filled 
witli  humor  recreates  the  magic  and  excite- 
ment of  a bygone  era. 

The  festival  continues  into  November 
with  La  Pena  T.E.NA.Z.,  an  evening  of 
theater  and  music.  Musician  and  composer 
Enrique  Ramirez  headlines  with  Anettc 
Oropeza  and  Pedro  Lepc  playing  Chicano 
oldies.  Comedic  presentations  by  members 
Teatro  Campesino  and  Teatro  Sabor  will 
bring  back  the  flavor  of  activist  theater 

The  concluding  show  on  November 
19  and  20,  stars  Arizona  mask  maker 
Zarco  Guerrero  in  Face  to  Face  Frenzy 
that  combines  outrageous  humor  and  the 
carpa  style  of  Chicano  teatro.  Comedian 
Paul  Rodriguez  said,  "Face  to  Face  is  not 
only  funny  and  poignant  but  enchanting 
and  unforgettable.” 

Teatro  de  la  Esperanza  is  located  at 
2940  16th  Street.  For  show  times  and  tick- 
ets call  255-2320. 
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A FREE  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  FAIR  FOR  EVERYONE  IMPACTED  BY  HIV 

POZLifelExpo 
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Saturday,  October  30 

Expo  hours  1 1 AM  - 4 PM 

Hyatt  Regency  — 5 Embarcadero  Center 


co'hosted  by 


f 


Free  admission! 

Free  product  samples! 

Free  educational  workshops! 

■ managing  treatment  ■ services  for  Latinos  ■ sex  and  dating 

■ safer  drug  use  ■ HIV  care  for  African-Americans  ■ returning  to  work 
Free  health  screenings! 

■ massage  ■ BIA  body  fat  analysis  ■ hemoglobin  testing,  and  more! 
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shanti 


volunteers 
for  life 


liorhcinitrr  Iniirlhriin 

W Roxane  Laboratories 


c)  Abbott  Laboraiones 


sponsors 


(SUPtmCh  I1I..I  MUHsHMu.iU 

<R^  Pharmaceuticals 

For  more  information  call  Shanti  at  4 I S. 674. 4700,  look  online  at  www.POZ.com  or  for  information  on  eihibiting  call  212.242.2163  *208. 
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Rustic  American  Food  • Traditional  Handcrafted  Ales 


p o T R E R o 

BREWING  COMPANY 

Happy  Hour 

M-F  3:30-6:30  pm 

16.75  oz.  pours-$2.50 
Amber,  Pale,  IRA,  Porter  and  Wheat  Ales 

Kegs-to-Go 

Lunch  to  Midnight  Menu 

535  Florida  Street  (@  18th  St.)  415.552.1967 

www.potrerobrew.com  • Private  Parties  Welcome 


Outdoor  Dining  • Pool  Tables  • Full  Bar  *TV 


Mission  Camera  Shop 

Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 
with  or  without  borders 

S12.63  24  exp.,  S16.95  36  exp,  one  to  two  days 

^^^^^^^Develop  Only  BAV  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  supplies,  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photorinishing. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-f  11-5  Sat 


Tony  Lopez.  Thali.  Manuel  Quijano  and  Luis  celebrated  the  big  Two-O. 
Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


Esta  Noche:  two  decades  of  fun 

By  Victor  Miller 

Being  multi-cultural  has  not  always 
been  easy.  TVventy  years  ago  Tony 
Lopez  found  he  and  other  gay 
Latinos  were  required  to  produce  three 
pieces  of  ID  to  be  admitted  to  Castro.Stieet 
bars.  Lopez  got  mad  but  he  also  got  even 
by  founding  Esta  Noche,  the  city’s  first 
gay /Latino  bar  in  1979.  If  living  well  is  the 
best  levenge,  Lopez  and  partner  Manuel 
Quijano,  who  joined  him  at  Esta  Noche  in 
1981,  are  more  than  vindicated;  last  month 
Esta  Noche  celebrated  its  20th  anniver- 
sary. The  Castro  bars  that  gave  them  such 
a hard  time  ai^,  for  the  most  part,  history. 

In  1979,  opening  a gay  bar  on  what 
was  then  a very  rough  section  of  16th 
Street  was  a gamble.  The  reaction  of  the 
more  conservative  element  of  the  Latino 
community  was  also  an  unknown  factor. 


not  to  mention  the  attitude  of  the  holdover 
clientele  from  the  ultra-macho  Durango 
Club  that  Esta  Noche  supplanted. 
Somehow  they  survived  without  compro- 
mising the  outrageousness  of  the  drag 
shows,  going  broke  or  being  firebombed 
by  bigots. 

Success  naturally  led  to  imitators  and 
competitors,  two  of  which  set  up  shop  on 
the  same  half  block  stretch  of  16th  Street 
Esta  Noche  has  outlasted  them.  The  club 
now  provides  live  entertainment  seven 
nights  a week  and,  for  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, is  the  center  of  San  PrarKisco’s 
g^/Latino  scene  but  welcomes  everyone. 
“It’s  always  been  our  policy  to  welcome 
all  races  and  colors.  Thai’s  why  Esta 
Noche  was  started,  to  end  discrimination,’’ 
said  Quijano. 

Congratulations  guys.  May  the  next 
twenty  years  be  just  as  much  fun. 


The  fabulous  Rommy.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 
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Yoo  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 
Open  Monday  - Saturday  9-5 


Robert  C Ceniceros.  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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Quan  rin‘s  executive  director.  Carla  Wood  and  volunteer  David  Smith  were  still 
setting  up  shop  at  press  time. 


There  are  paintings. 
And  then 
there  are 
masterpieces. 


Same  thing  goes  for  the 
frames  around  them. 


Quan  Yin  returns  to  the  Mission 


Grand  Opening! 


By  Esther  Rosenfeld 

This  month,  Quan  Yin  Healing  Aits 
Center,  a premier  aliemaiive  health 
care  provider,  opens  at  its  new 
Valencia  Street  location.  The  nonprofit 
clinic  has  been  treating  people  using  tiadi' 
tional  Chinese  medicine  since  1984. 
Begun  as  a private  acupuncture  practice  in 
founder  Misha  Cohen’s  former  Mission 
District  apartment,  Quan  Yin  has  grown  to 
serve  about  150  patients  per  w eek,  provid- 
ing acupuncture,  herbal  medicine,  nutri- 
tion, traditional  exercise  (Chi  Gong  or  Tai 
Chi),  and  massage. 

Believing  healthcare  to  be  a right  not 
a laxury,  Quan  Yin  started  partly  in 
response  to  the  HIV  outbreak  in  the  early 
1980s  according  to  current  director  Carla 
Wilson.  The  clinic  “was  bom  out  of  the 
community’s  need  for  affordable,  high- 
quality  alternative  healthcare,”  said 
Wilson,  “We  follow  community  trends  and 
needs,  that’s  what  a community  clinic  is  all 
about  .”  Today,  about  forty  percent  of  Quan 
Yin’s  patients  have  HIV-related  condi- 
tions. 

David  Smith,  a 57-year-old  man  with 
AIDS,  was  experiencing  nausea,  diarrhea, 
neuropathy,  and  chronic  sinus  infections  as 
side  effects  to  his  Western  medications 
before  he  began  treatment  at  Quan  Yin 
eight  years  ago.  “They  pul  me  on  some 
herbs  that  really  cleaned  out  my  sinuses 
like  nothing  before  in  my  life.  It  was  a 
tremendous  change.  When  I started,  Quan 
Yin  was  the  only  acupuncture  provider  for 
HIV-positive  people  in  the  city.”  Smith 
explained  that  this  was  because  of  confu- 
sion about  how  the  AIDS  virus  was  trans- 
mitted. 

Besides  HIV  and  AIDS,  the  clinic 
specializes  in  treating  chronic  pain  and  ill- 
nesses and  has  a lai^e  women’s  health 
practice.  “We  also  treat  prostate  cancer  and 
address  men's  health  issues,  said  Wilson. 
“We  even  specialize  in  stroke  and  brain 
injury,  and  have  developed  programs  and 
protocols  based  on  our  long-term  experi- 
ence with  those  problems.” 

Quan  Yin  has  changed  their  lives  of 
many  grateful  patients.  Thirty-three-year- 
old  Kevin  had  chronic  tendinitis  in  his 
wrists  and  feet  that  prevented  or  vastly 
curtailed  normal  activities  like  walking 
and  woiking.  “I  was  totally  disabled.  Two 
different  (Western)  doctors  told  me  I’d  just 
have  to  live  with  excruciating  pain,”  he 
said.  But  within  months  of  beginning  treat- 
ment at  Quan  Yin,  he  began  seeing  a dra- 
matic decrease  in  the  pain.  “My  life  has 


completely  turned  around,  thanks  to  Uus 
place.”  Quan  Yin  is  his  primary'  healthcare 
provider. 

Hulda  Brown,  55,  began  going  to 
Quan  Yin  for  pain  control  almost  four 
years  ago.  “Now,  they're  also  treating  me 
for  menopause  and  gastrointestinal  prob- 
lems. and  for  muscle  spasms  and 
headaches,”  she  said.  “I'm  getting 
acupuncture,  massage,  and  I go  to  the  Chi 
Gong  classes  once  in  a while.”  Brown’s 
main  practitioner  is  at  General  Hospital, 
but  she  likes  how  Eastern  and  Western 
complement  each  other.  “Western  treat- 
ment is  pills,  tests,  that  kind  of  thing. 
Eastern  deals  with  energy  levels.”  And 
although  some  of  her  friends  think  the 
treatment  is  “weird”  or  painful,  she  actual- 
ly enjoys  it.  “The  acupuncture  is  like  a pin- 
prick, and  then  you  can  feel  your  eneigy 
level  changing.  You  gel  very  relaxed.  I’ve 
gone  to  sleep  after  the  needles  were  put  it,” 
she  said. 

Tlie  interconnection  of  mind  body 
and  spirit 

Quan  Yin  also  treats  many  people  for 
depression.  In  fact,  Chinese  Medicine 
views  body,  mind,  and  spirit  as  intercon- 
nected so  the  typical  Western  distinction 
between  body  and  spirit  disorders  doesn’t 
apply.  “Using  acupuncture  allows  people 
to  start  to  address  the  internalized  aaxiety 
and  stress  which  often  underlie  the  depres- 
sion,” said  Wilson.  “When  people  come  to 
us  with  depression  or  a spirit  disorder,  we 
recognize  the  connection  and  treat  all  three 
systems  simultaneously.” 

Even  the  waiting  room  at  C^ian  Yin 
feels  different  from  a Western  doctor’s 
office.  “From  the  moment  I walked  in  I 
really  fell  welcomed,”  said  Kevin,  “You 
hear  the  low  ambient  music,  you’re  greet- 
ed with  a smile;  you  have  a cup  of  herbal 
tea.  Positive  eneigy  exudes  from  the  peo- 
ple and  the  environment  And  they  are 
very  professional,  sincere,  and  upfront 
with  the  whole  procedure.” 

Wilson  is  excited  about  the  new  loca- 
tion..‘Tt’s  got  great  big  windows  and  good 
air  flow,  good  chi,  with  the  eneigy.  and 
vibmnt  culture  of  the  Mission,”  she  said, 
“We’ve  always  been  very  community- 
based  and  our  largest  community  has 
always  been  the  Mission.”  Quan  Yin  has 
Spanish-speaking  staff  and  clientele,  as 
well  as  a number  of  providers  in  the 
Mission. 


Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center.  455 
Valencia  (between  J5th  and  16th  Streets), 
is  open  Monday  through  Friday  11-7,  and 
Saturday  10-4.  Telephone:  (415)  861- 
4964. 


Exclusive  Presemtion  Plus'”  framing. 
Tlie  methods  & materials  used  to 
protect  your  fine  artwork. 

• To  control  quality,  all  framing  is  done 
on  the  premises  using  state  of  the  art 
equipment. 

• Commercial  Accounts  Welcome. 

San  Francisco 
695  San  Jose  Ave. 
(415)  282-3620 


• We  stock  a vast  variety  of  high  quality 
materials  and  pass  on  our 
volume  savings. 
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• 100%  ”No  Problem"  Guarantee! 
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ONE  PERSON'S  DISCARDS  ARE  ANOTHER'S  TREASURES! 

DONATE  OR  SELL  USED  ITEMS 

Have  a garage  sale  or  donate  your  unwanted  goods 
to  someone  who  may  need  them. 

BUY  USED  ITEMS 

Check  out  garage  sales,  salvage  yards,  or  thrift  shops. 

You  can  even  find  your  Halloween  costume  there. 

Used  goods  are  often  as  good  as  new  for  a 5^  FniKisfO 
fraction  of  the  cost.  Tmp 


www.sfrecyde.org 

554-RECYcle 
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Call  415-554-3400  to  find  out 
where  you  can  drop  off/sell  and  buy  used  goods. 
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American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 
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FREE! 
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Paxion  Gate  propnetor  Sean  Quigley  (left)  sold  some  uniformed  mice  (back- 
ground) to  Metallica  guitarist  and  Mission  homeboy  Kirk  Hammet. 

Photo  by  Greg  Rodin. 


Garden  of  strange  delights 

Paxton  Gate  is  inpired  by  and  sometimes  improves  upon  nature 


By  Judy  West 

Paxton  Gate  has  opened  a new  store 
on  Valencia  Street,  lai;ger  and  even 
more  fascinating  than  the  original 
store  on  Stevenson  at  Brady.  This  is  an 
exotic  home  accessoiy  and  garden  store 
with  a natural  science  edge  - and  I do  mean 
edge.  Some  of  their  stuff  could  be 
described  as  over  the  edge.  In  addition  to 
Japanese  garden  tools,  Zen  inspired  flower 
arranging  components  and  exquisitely 
glazed  pots:  you  can  also  find  fossils, 
stuffed  '"Colorado  road  kill”,  and  dried 
scorpions!  Where  else  can  you  buy  a real 
alligator  head  or  Emu  feet  (only  $16)  in 
San  Francisco? 

Proprietor  Sean  Quigley  says  many  of 
his  clients  are  collectors  and  artists  who 
incorporate  the  treasures  and  oddities  they 
find  in  his  store  into  more  involved  assem- 
blages. The  new  store  has  an  art  gallery  in 
the  rear,  currently  e.xhibiting  work  that 
incorporates  some  of  the  rare  materials 
found  in  the  store.  The  store  is  so  full  of 
fascinating  and  unusual  items  it  could 
serve  as  a natural  history  museum  right 
here  in  the  hood. 

Cast  aluminum  pots  and  vases  are 
familiar  from  the  original  store,  as  are 
hummingbird  feeders.  Japanese  garden 
tools,  and  dried  seedpods  including  huge 
poppies.  Hand  made  scissors  (signed  by 
the  maker)  and  Japanese  garden  digging 
knives  looked  dangerous  to  me.  There  is 
also  a small  garden  in  the  rear  with  rare 
plants  (black  bamboo)  and  a babbling 
pond  advertising  their  landscape  design 
and  installation  business. 

The  natural  scierKe  collection 
includes  a huge  assortment  of  dried 
insects,  colorful  beetles  and  butterflies  and 
the  more  ominous  scorpions,  tarantulas 
and  a spider  with  an  eight  -inch  leg  span! 
They  even  offer  workshops  in  mounting 
insects  and  taxidermy.  The  fossil  collec- 
tion includes  beautiful,  coiled  ammonites 
re-crystallized  with  a mineral  process. 
Quigley  assured  me  that  the  stuffed  ani- 
mals are  either  from  farms  where  the  ani- 
mals are  raised  for  meat,  pelts  and  other 
body  parts,  or  they  were  salvaged  from 
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"road  kill”  A stuffed  badger,  mountain 
lion  or  fox  can  run  you  over  $ kOOO. 

Perfect  for  our  busy  lifestyles,  Paxton 
Gate  offers  a large  variety  of  easy-care 
plants  that  require  only  penodic  dunking 
and  filtered  sunlight.  These  exotic  plants 
of  the  Bromeliad  family  are  called 
Tillandsia  and  are  often  installed  on  wall 
mounts  and  in  hanging  baskets.  They  also 
offer  a fabulous  selection  of  hand-blown 
glass  vessels  for  plants  or  flowers,  plus  all 
the  accessories  for  indoor  gardening  and 
flower  arranging.  This  is  also  the  place  to 
find  fertile  praying  mantis  eggs  for  your 
garden,  when  they  can  get  them,  and 
cocoons  and  chrysalises  that  will  hatch  and 
produce  all  types  of  good  and  bad  insects. 

The  art  gallery  in  the  back  will  feature 
new  shows  every  4-6  weeks.  The  three 
current  artists  each  have  their  own  natural 
aesthetic.  I was  intrigued  by  Myong 
Stebbins  delicate  watercolois.  especially 
one  with  a water  drop  tangled  in  a coil  of 
string.  Hugh  Himler's  work  will  inspire 
patrons  of  the  store  to  create  their  own 
shadow  box  assemblages  using  bugs  and 
butterflies,  seed  pods  and  assorted  found 
objects.  Jeaimie  N^o  on  the  other  hand,  is 
on  another  plane.  She  does  her  own  taxi- 
dermy and  creates  puppet-like  creatures 
from  real  animals.  I loved  the  Raccoon  as 
Van  Gogh  and  the  hanging  mobile  of  white 
mice  (raised  for  snake  food)  with  bird 
wings  (real  feathers)  from  which  she  creat- 
ed a swarm  of  whimsical  flying  creatures. 
They  would  be  perfect  for  a Christmas  tree 
or  put  the  bride  and  groom  pair  on  a cake. 
Mayo  will  have  new  work  again  in 
October  with  two  other  artists,  opening  the 
weekend  of  Open  Studios  in  the  Mission 
on  October  9 & 10th. 

You  caruiot  miss  the  new  mural  above 
the  store  with  faux  balconies  and  windows 
by  Todd  Standish  Two  new  murals  grace 
this  strip  of  Valencia  between  19th  and 
20th  accompanying  three  new  stores 
beneath  them,  CityArt  co-op  gallery 
moved  in  last  year.  Howling  Bull 
Syndicate  which  sells  Japanese  toys, 
comics,  music  and  games  came  next  and 
now.  welcome  the  natural  treasures  and 
oddities  of  Paxton  Gate.  All  sandwiched 
between  the  Latino  Family  Alcoholism 
Counseling  Center  and  Timo’s  Tapas  & 
Bar  where  you  can  find  San  Francisco's 
best  flamenco  dancing  every  Thursday 
night. 

Is  this  a great  neigl^orhood  -or  what? 

Paxton  Gate.  824  Vatencia  Street  (between 
I9th  20th).  Hours:  Sunday-Thursday 
Noon  to  8pm,  Friday  & Saturday  Noon  to 
9pm.  Telephone:  (415)  824-1872. 
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Pregnancy  and  Morning  Sickness 


One  of  ihe  most  uncomfortable  con- 
ditions of  the  first  3 months  of 
pregnancy  is  nausea  and  vomiting. 
It  is  commonly  one  of  the  first  symptoms 
women  have  once  they  become  pregnant. 
The  symptoms  can  vaiy  from  mild  nausea 
to  extreme  bouts  of  nausea  and  vomiting. 
In  the  latter  situation,  there  can  be  a com- 
plete loss  of  appetite,  a consequent  loss  of 
weight,  weakness  and  exhaustion  -basical- 
ly a terrible  condition  which  can  be  virtu- 
ally unendurable. 

Various  conventional  medications  are 
used  to  suppress  the  nausea,  although  in 
the  past  certain  medications  have  caused 
birth  defects.  Sometimes  drugs  are  needed 
to  allow  the  woman  to  eat  well  enough  to 
give  the  necessary  nutrients  to  the  child. 
However,  they  should  be  a last  resort  and 
other  methods  should  be  tried  first. 

If  the  nausea  and  vomiting  is  severe 
and  lasts  beyond  the  third  month,  there  is  a 
chance  that  the  fetus  will  not  receive 
enough  nutrients  and  also  that  the  woman 
will  become  malnourished.  At  that  point 
medical  intervention  is  vital  It  is  impor- 
tant to  make  the  distinction  between 
milder  forms  of  nausea  and  the  extreme 
states  that  threaten  the  health  of  both  the 
fetus  and  the  mother. 

Some  women  have  been  able  to  get 
relief  from  nausea  by  changing  their  diet. 
Increasing  protein  can  be  useful  and  also 
eating  frequent  small  meals.  If  nausea  is 
felt  first  thing  in  the  morning,  it  is  sug- 
gested to  eat  some  protein  before  going  to 
bed  at  night. 

Increasing  the  amount  of  Vitamin  B6 
has  been  found  to  help  this  condition  It 
can  be  taken  in  the  form  of  a capsule  or  in 
Brewer’s  Yeast. 

Certain  herb  teas,  taken  with  crackers 
can  also  help,  but  do  not  use  herbs  that  can 
induce  uterine  contractions.  These  include 
Blue  and  Black  Couch,  Pennyroyal  and 
Migrate 

Some  homeopathic  remedies  can  be 
very  useful  for  this  condition  Sepia  is  one. 
This  remedy  is  made  from  the  ink  of  a cut- 
tlefish and  was  the  ingredient  used  in 
paints  to  create  the  “sepia"  toiK.  It  has 
been  used  in  homeopathy  for  a long  time 
and  is  a great  remedy  for  female  com- 
plaints. including  nausea. 


Nausea  is  characteristically  better 
from  eating,  and  worse  from  the  smell  and 
drought  of  food.  It  is  the  remedy  to  con- 
sider for  the  classic  morning  sickness. 
There  may  be  a faint,  sinking  feeling  in  the 
stomach,  and  the  person  feels  tired,  irrita- 
ble and  washed  out. 

Another  remedy  is  Nux  Vomica.  This 
is  the  classic  remedy  in  homeopathy  for 
hangovers.  In  nausea  during  pregnancy, 
there  is  an  extreme  sensitivity  to  all  odors. 
It  is  as  if  the  woman’s  sense  of  smell  is 
increased  100%.  There  can  be  nausea  with 
great  retching,  an  inability  to  actually 
vomit  which  could  bring  relief  Some 
women  may  even  feel  faint  from  the  nau- 
sea. The  stomach  can  be  sensitive  to  all 
foods.  Similar  to  the  Sepia,  the  person 
needing  Nux  \bmica  may  be  irritable,  in 
fact  more  so  than  the  person  needing 
Sepia. 

Tabacum,  a remedy  made  from  tobac- 
co is  another  great  nausea  remedy.  For 
many  people,  when  they  have  their  first 
cigarette,  it  induces  a horrible  state  of  nau- 
sea. and  they  s^  “Never  again!  ” This  is  an 
example  of  the  principle  of  homeopallty, 
“Like  cures  like.” 

In  Tabacum  the  nausea  is  often 
accompanied  by  a horrible  sinking  empty 
feeling,  what  is  described  as  a deathly  nau- 
sea. The  person  needing  this  remedy  may 
be  very  pale  and  have  a pinched  look. 
There  is  much  spitting  with  the  nausea.  It 
is  also  a great  remedy  for  seasickness. 

Finally  there  is  a remedy  called  Lactic 
Acid.  This  is  often  used  when  other  reme- 
dies don’t  work  well  enough. 

Nausea  is  often  better  from  eating  and 
there  is  commonly  copious  salivation  after 
eating.  The  nausea  can  be  worse  from  any 
motion.  It  can  often  be  indicated  when  the 
pregnant  women  is  anemic. 

These  are  a few  suggestions  that  can 
make  a difference  for  a common  but 
potentially  debilitating  condition. 

Richard  Pitt  CCH  is  a health  educator 
based  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  Director  of 
the  Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy,  a 
homeopathic  professional  training  pro- 
gram. He  can  be  reached  at  (415)  695- 
8200. 


Join  us  on 


WHEAT  GRASS  JUICE 


to  the 

PUBLIC 

MON -SAT 

1185  15T«St.  AT 6UEREEE0  864-5001  ^AM  GpM 

VISIT  EVA'S  URBAN!  FARM  FOR: 

The  SHOT  andttie  CHASER 

( Farm  feh  wheat  OiVm,  juice  & free  KETUVELAC' 
Plus  we  sell  -fla+s  of  wheat  G^^ASS 

HEAtnjy  vlAPpy  vJoui^  iz 

^AO/V*WED  ^ FRI  -4pM-6pM 


EVERY 


WHEAT  GRASS  JUICE 
m FREE  RE JUVELAC 


SINGLE 


DOUBLE  TRIPLE 


2oe 
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30E  feoz  ^ 


WWW.  ci+y  search,  com /sfo/uohea+grass 
WWW.  whea+grass  messenger,  com 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


ipedalizing  in  high  qiuility  organic  & wiUcrafifd  bulk  ' herbs 

• We  carry  a full  line  • Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Tlower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

remedies 

Aromatherapy 


OPEN  7 DA^  A WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  8x1-0997 


A Women-Owned  Business 


Making  Strides 

against  breast  cancer 


i' 


AMB»CAN 
>CANCn 

scKirr 


Sunday,  October  24th 
fora  five-mile  walk 
in  Golden  Gate  Park 

Information: 

Toll  Free 

1-877-90-MSABC 

or  e-mail 

StfidesBayArea@cancer.org 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry^ rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  Information  call  552-0825. 
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San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 
LOVE  YOUR  VW? 

WANT  TO  KEEP  IT  ALIVE? 

• Our  VW  Service  Department  is  staffed  by  mechanics 
with  many  years  of  VW  repair  experience. 

4 General  Repairs  & Maintenance 

♦ Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic 

4 Windows,  Doors,  Vandalism  Repairs 

• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  "do  it  yourself"  plan 
Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to  work,  the 
tools  you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job 
done. 

• We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

* A VW  Repair  class  specifically  for  learning  about 
your  air-cooled  VW 

• Basic  Auto  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women  covers 
all  water  cooled  vehicles 

4 Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  4 Men  & Women  Mechanics 
4 Dependable  Work— Honest  Prices  4 12  Month  Warranty  on 
All  Repairs  4 All  Major  Credit  Cards  & ATM  Accepted 


Ut*  ol  Califoml^V 

' LICENSED  ' 


SMO^ 

CIWK 


tNSPECnON  « 
^^EPAIRSWI^ 


OFFICIAL 

cnoss 

FOLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


4 


i!>> 


since  1 978  * 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1 FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18ih  St.)  • S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  & BRYANT  STREETS 
SAN  FRANCISCO  AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER  SERVICES  ALL  DOMESTIC  A FOREIGN  VEHICLES 


FREE 
’^'5  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($42.*"  VALUE) 


CHANGE 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16fh  & 17th) 
Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864*24 1 9 


& NO 
M GRILL 


A Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


Poems 
of  the  Month 


edited  by  La  Huepiana 


Confused 

You  stand  on  a cliff 

and  look  at  the  beautiful 

painted  sky, 

carefully  placed  trees 

and  thrown  rocks  and  wonder. . . 

This  couldn’t  just  appear  here  one  day. 
Someone  or  something 
had  to  have  had  the  strength 
and  energy  to  create  such  a 
complicated  world. 

Sometimes  I wonder  - Who  am  I? 

I was  brought  here  into  this 
chaotic  world  and  to  accomplish  what? 
We  were  created  for  what? 

To  make  all  the  living  race 
To  cause  each  other  pain 
Where  do  we  go  when  our  souls  leave 
wrinkled  bodies? 

Why  are  people  afraid  of  the  dark? 

Is  it  because  society  has  made  us 
believe  black  was  the  color  of  death? 
Who  chose  us  to  be  here?  Was  it  God? 
Who  is  <jod? 

A man  who  is  supposedly  the  ruler  of  all. 
If  he  is  so  powerful  wlty  doesn't  he 
show  his  face? 

Is  it  because  there  is  no  face  to  be  shown 
or  he  just  doesn’t  care  if  you 
believe  in  him  or  not? 

No  one  can  answer  questions. 

They  can  guess,  but  they  can’t  ask  with  such 
confidence  and  security 
that  it’s  correct. 

Viviana  Lletget  © 1999 


I See  and  Feel 

I see  and  feel. 

But  I do  not  know. 

I do  not  think. 

But  I wonder. 

And  even  though  I feel, 

I do  not  react. 

The  impulse  is  all  over. 

And  I still  have  no  idea. 

While  all  the  time  I was  thinking, 

It  was  not  about  the  problem 
And  now  it’s  too  late. 

Because  I see  and  feel. 

But  I do  not  know. 

I do  not  have. 

But  I want . . . 

Silently.  The  words  are  on  my  longue. 
But  they  do  not  roll  off  as  usual. 

For  some  reason, 

I was  expecting  this  and  it  does  not  shock 
me. 

So  now  I go  and  now  I seek 
Something  I will  never  fiixi. 


Martha  Tamayo  © 1999 


Advertise  in 
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©Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy 

^ L J 

Learn  the  Art  of  Homeopathy 

{ Two  and  Three  Year  Professional  Training  Programs 
( Introductory  Seminars 
( Resource  Center 

2199  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94U4  415.458.8238  pahm@slip.net 


Best  Wee-Hour  Yucca  Fix 

Cafe 

Valencia,  directly  around  the  corner 
from  22nd  Street's  gourmet  cluster,  is 
a world  away  in  its  down-to-earth 
atmosphere  and  cluttered  charm.  On 
the  right  evenings  Cuban  musicians 
may  cram  in  and  serenade  the  merry 
pan-American  clientele.  But  right  now 
you're  too  hungry  to  muse  on  your 
environment.  Order  the  vegetarian 
plate  ($4.95).  Magic:  glowing  saffron 
rice,  hot  crisp  samosas,  salad,  and  — 
your  savior  — a mild  and  rich  sauteed 


yucca  that  heals,  cleanses,  and  uplifts. 


^ 0 /I  JU  Jl  ■'  1 09  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  • 824-7659 

M/\|L lilMenA 
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Round  World 
Music  Roviow 


Robert  Leaver 


Cafe  Atlantico 


Until  recently  most  people  had  prob- 
ably never  heard  of,  or  were  curi- 
ous about  the  islands  of  Cabo 
Verde.  The  ascension  of  world  nu^sic  diva, 
Cesaria  Evora,  has  secured  the  place  of 
these  tiity  islands,  off  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  on  the  map  of  world  music  con- 
sciousness. 

Her  numerous  releases  to  date  have 
played  out  the  genre  of  Cabo  Verde’s 
“moma”  (mournful  melodies  with  gentle 
guitars  and  piano).  But,  her  latest  release. 
Ca/^  Atlantico,  is  a departure  from  that 
musical  formula.  Her  musical  borders 
have  expanded  largely  with  the  help  of 
some  veteran  Cuban  musicians  Cuban 
percussion,  violins,  cello,  flutes,  and  brass 
augment  the  tunes,  partly  recorded  in 
Havana 

The  choice  of  Chiban  veterans  such  as 
conga  master  Tata  Guines,  pianist  Frank 
Emilio  Flynn,  flautist  Maraca  and  bassist 
Carios  del  Puerto  adds  a depth  to  the 
sometimes  thin  soutkI  of  the  “moma”.  A 
large  horn  section  and  flutes  create  a car- 
nival atmosphere  on  some  tunes  while  the 
strings  on  others  add  the  riglu  touch  of 
majesty  to  her  melancholy.  Her  ease  and 
strength  as  a vocalist  are  well  comple- 
mented here. 

This  month  will  see  the  release  of  two 
more  records  from  Buena  Vista  Social 
Club  alumni.  The  new  Afro-Cuban  All 
Stars  recording,  Distinto.  Diferente.  is 
another  superb  record  of  this  large  band  of 
Cubarv  as  in,  “still  living  in  Cuba,"  musi- 
cians. Largely  i^-tempo  with  swinging 
horn  arrangements  and  well-sung  vocals 
with  large  choms  dominate.  Some  space  is 
given  to  soloing  aivl  the  tres  guitar  sounds 
great.  They  play  a couple  Arsenio 
Rodriguez  songs  (the  true  godfather  of 
modem  Cuban  music)  and  have  a tune 
about  recorK:iliation  within  the  Cuban 
community  (would  any  of  the  Cuban 
musicians  in  New  York  or  Miami  have  the 
guts  to  sing  such  a tune?). 

One  of  the  main  stars  of  the  Buena 
Vista  pheiK>menon  has  been  ninety-some- 


thing guitarist  and  singer  Compay 
Segundo.  His  new  release,  Calle  Salud, 
was  recorded  in  Paris.  The  tone  is  set  from 
the  start  with  guitar,  minor  percussion,  and 
clarinets  The  effect  of  the  clarinet  is  to 
give  this  a nostalgic  timeless  feeling  like 
something  culled  from  the  salons  of  Cuba 
and  Paris  cafe  society  in  the  early  part  of 
the  century.  Helped  by  other  vocalists 
including  perfectly  matched  female  vocals 
and  guest  French  legend  Charles 
Aznavour  this  is  a sweet  sounding  record 
from  a charming  old  musical  wanderer 

With  the  decade  coming  to  close  I 
thought  it  appropriate  to  make  my  list  of 
the  ten  most  important  world  music  releas- 
es of  the  nineties  (in  a roughly  chronolog- 
ical order) 

Musical  TMCbslMCS  af  the 
Meeties  Part  I 

1.  Nusrat  Fateh  Ali  Khan.  Mustt 
Mustt  One  of  the  most  profound 
singers  ever  on  this  planet.  His  ecstat- 
ic flights  of  Sufi  devotional  singing 
fust  reached  the  masses  with  this 
crossover  record. 

2.  Oumou  Sangare,  Moussolou. 
At  the  time  this  young  Malian  singer 
changed  the  rules  with  her  modem 
twist  on  deep  tradition.  Massive  both 
at  home  and  in  Europe. 

3.  Khaled,  Khaled  This  funky 
state  of  the  art  production  by  Don  Was 
brought  the  “king  of  rai"  (Algeria’s 
modem  and  controversial  new  form  of 
music)to  the  world  singing  “Didi." 

4.  Ceairia  Emra,  K4ss  Perfumado. 
The  hauntingly  beautiful  voice  of  the 
barefoot  diva  from  Cabo  Verde  strikes 
a universal  chord. 

5.  Ali  Farka  Toure  with  Ry 
Coodcr,  Talking  Timbuktu.  Many  an 
ethnomusicologist  sought  the  roots  of 
the  blues  in  West  Africa  and  although 
it’s  essentially  an  impossible  task  at 
least  we  have  deep  guitar  magic  from 
Mali,  wfth  a tasteful  touch  of  Ry,  here 
in  this  historical  recording. 

Another  new  release  of  note  is  that  of 
Toure ’s  prot^g^  Afel  Boucoum.  Recorded 


at  the  same  time  as  Toure 's  last  album  in 
his  remote  village  in  Mali  and  featuring 
Boucoum  on  lead  vocals  and  guitar 
accompanied  mostly  by  African  percus- 
sioa  women's  vocals,  and  guitars,  this  is 
another  African  roots  excursion.  What 
makes  this  record  is  the  distinct  and  pow- 
erfully rough  vocals  of  this  talented  new 
arrival. 


nivsiay't « ifei  Qta  Imm 

Salsa  with  Mazacote  on  October  7. 
and  the  funky  Latin  sounds  of  Conga 
Club  on  October  14  Cumbia  & salsa  with 
Los  Compas  on  October  21  The  Elbo 
Room,  647  Valencia  (between  17th  & 
18th).  For  more  information  call  (415) 
255-8411.  \Viva  La  Musica! 


Cafe  / Restaurant 

FOOD  & FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 

Home  of  5(H)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:3(5-10:30  pm  fnday  & Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4089 


CSfe^fe^OlTO 


Amon0  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanieh  reetaurantl 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

252-5667 
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DON'T  BE  FOOTED  BY  OTHER  FlUMIHe  STORES'  DISCOUNT  COUPONS! : 

Ihe  LargesI  Jcleclion  of  Readymade  frames  * 


m 


fine  Cusfom  framing  & Gallery 
txpert  Piefure  framing 
Ihal  Warks  wifh 
/our  Arf! 


» 
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Beveled 

Mirror 

$ale 

24”  X 36” 

$3995 


in  San  Francisco  • 
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934  Valencia  af  20fh  Sfreef 


framing  Sale 

MEEYDOWlllT 
FRAMING  SPECIAE 

Y Includes  frame,  ^lass.  mounting,  wire  & hooks.  ® 

Metal  Frames  only.  Monday  thru  Friday  only.  # 
Limit  2 per  customer.  Offer  expiree  Nov.  1, 1999  ^ 

STILL  THE  BEST  FRAMING  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO!"  * 

frame6@back2picture.com  « 
mvw.back2picture.com  • 

telephone;  (415)  026-2321  * 


I AT  OUR  MEXICAN  DRILLS  | 

5 ASSORTMENT  QF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  % 

f 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 
» 451-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 


